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An .Election-Sermon. 



>S<<>OO<X>CO<5«<><>OC<sCO'>C«0<K><XXX>O^^ 



2 Cor. III. 17. ' > ' 

——-Where the Spirit of the Lord isi 

• 

there is Liberty. , 

THE glorious charafter, and the righteous, 
wife and good adminiftration of theDeily, 
Jay the foundation of piety in all its bran- 
ches. From the conlideration hereof internal worfliip 
as well as public and fociai, refult : The latter, as well 
as the former, is a rational aft of homage paid to hini 
who rules in the kingdoms of men, and condufts 
the grand as well as minute affairs of the univerfe : 
it is alfo a proper and natural exprelTion ofigur 
belief of his fuperintendency and governmerit of 
all things : a firm and practical belief of whidi fun-i 
damental truth of religion hath a tendency to in^ 
fluence the^ whole moral conduft.- The praftice 

therefore 
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therefore of afieittbling in the houfe of God upon 
this da/, as it is coeval with our civil cftablilhment, 
is laudable, rational and juft ; and may be con* 
fidered as an aft -of homage paid by the '^hole 
commuAity to hitn w'ho is tlie head of the focial 
fyftfcm, the beftov^cr of every ble^ing, and the 
fupreme gugrdian of all our rights. 

Variovs arc the fubjefts rd^ive to this occ»r 
Hon which ar^ truly interefting. But as we are 
juft arrived at that happy period, in which by the 
imiles of heaven on our juft arms, we have obtained 
the. entire conqueft of Canada j Jwhcreby- we hope 
in God we are delivered frpm the tyranny and 
ralTery which threatned us, '* and the futu*e fecur 
ritv of cur liberties civil and religious put into 
our hands : " — 'As it is aHo the happy day in 
which we are called to improve fome Of the im- 
portant privileges and liberties we enjoy by his 
grant, who'delivetfcdus from arbitrary power both 
in church and ftate i I could think of no fu^eft 
which more jtjftly ckims our actention than that 
which our text without siihy forced ^conftruftion 
will fuggeft. 



'otj"- 



But without any farther intMdmftion, afte^ 
humbly imploring the fpirit of Chfrft whichis a 
f^iirrt of liberty^ — 'and aflcing the candor' andpaticnce 
«of all prefent, I Ihall proceed to the confideratiiBh of 
my-fubjeft : — My concern Ihallbe^to fpeak with that 
freedom which tl^e fpirit of 'the divine Redeemer 

infpires, 
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* it>(p]t«:Si and at ^ fttne time with t^t t^mmtx 
and d6c«n!iry which is due to iQ rel|>eftaWe an 
au^tqry. ^ 

WiTHOt/T Spending time to review the whde 
^paflage of fcripfjure to which our text hath refti- 
rence, I fliall confider the words as a general wuth* 
laid down upon a particular occafion ; and fimilar 
m their intention to thofc of our l^rd* * '* Ye 
fhall know the truth and the crvith Ihall make you 
free ". — And again ** If the Son of God make 
you free^ ye fhall be free indeed. " Whether tthe 
^pftk here intends a liberty from that d^knefs 
which tyrannized over the underftandipg of the 
Jews, or the liberty of the children of God in ge- 
neral, I Ihall not pretend abfolutely to determine : 
but&yy that liberty in^everyie^ejjkftands incon- 
nexiopwith the '3piric ofChrift. .The ^ofpel is 
lulled ** a law of Waerty. " — Bang conformed to 
thiSfapd animated and inSuencedby the lj>irit of its 
diyioq auth<}i^we fhall beTree from the fervitude of 
Satan the grand tyrant, and tbe,flavery ofrm,whu:I) 
is the worft of fervitude, and from whence refqlc 
ail the tyrannies, 'difordefs and confufions that 
have been in the wdrid. 

As civil government, which was inftitutcd for 

the prcfervation of civil liberty, effedls in an im- 

pcrfeft degree foroe of thofe defigns in Qod's 

righteous addriniftration, which he is carrying on in 

r . the 

* John VIII, 34, 3A. 
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^ • 

the world by his word and fpint ; and as liberty ' 
in a political fenfe is mentioned by a facred writer 
as one of the privileges of chriftians, as well as 
other men ; * and as chriftians are commanded 
*' to ft&nd faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath 
*' made them free " — -what I propofe from thefp 
words of the apoftle, is 
r/c- 

'' I. To fliew, That liberty both civil and religious 
is the fpirit and genius of the facred writings^ 

II. That the fpjrit of Chrift prevailing in the 
hekrts,and influencing the lives of mankind^ is 
the greateft fccurity of liberty in both thefc 

refpefts. 

Neither the timie nbr my ftrength will admit 
any thing more than a curfory and imperfeft confi- 
deration of thefe two particulars. But before I 
proceed to prove the truth of thefe obfervatiohs, it 
is neceflary to premife a few things relative to^he 
nature of civil and religious liberty. ' 

I WOULD pre'mife in generdl, that- to ftate the 

ftature of each, and exaftly limit their bounds to 

fay in all reipecls what prerogative and powers the 
fovereign (ball' be'' vetted' wuh, excepting this -in 
generil, a power to do every thing which is requi- 
fite for the prefervation and happinefs of the ftate: 
- — to detsrinirie alfo what are the rights aM privi- 
leges 

* I Pet. II. i6. 
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leges of the fubjei?ti and to fix the tneafures of his 
fubmiflion -i- I fayj the determining thefe points 
with precifion, would be attempting what would 
be beyond my linei and would require more tinae 
than the limits of a difcourfe upon this occafioa 
would allow. — Therefore I ftlall give you the 
definition of civil liberty from an approved writer, 
^-* " that it is natural liberty it felf* divefted of thic 
" part which coriftitutes the independence of in- 
*' dividuals by the authority it confers on fove- 
" reigns, attended with a right of infixing on his 
" making a good ufc of his authority, and with a 
" moral fecurity this right will have it^s effefb. '* 
As civil liberty is founded in civil government, a 
Well conftitu'ted ftate riequire? that thctnagiftrat^iae 
fecure of the allegiance of the fubjeiJt, and the fub- 
jeft of the proteftion of th? magiftrate : and civil 
liberty is in the greateft perfedion, and thofe are 
the freeft governments, where, on the one hand, 
the iovereign isfecured.froni tyranny and an abufe 
of power, and the people from anarchy, eonfuQoti 
and difobedience. And though in fuch a ftace na- 
tural liberty is in many refpefts '.given up, yet if 
civil liberty, the liberty of civil fociety is fefcured, 
confidcring theftate of the wotld, it is vaftly to be 
preferred : — For hereby each one becomes fecured 
of the protedljon and united force and counfel of 
the whole ftate, whereby life, property and every 
thing elfe that is valuable, is almoft infinitely better 
fecured, than in a ftate of .natural liberty. 

B , I WOULD 

* BuRLAMAqUJ. 
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. I wotTLD further pi;emife,ascivirauthority. extends 
to the. good of the coimmunity in all refpefts, it 
muft extend to religion ; piety and vertue being 
conneifled with the good of civil focieties as well as 
individuals : we may add, how far foqver civil 
authority may think it requifite to interpofe in 
affairs of religion, as the right of private judgfnent 
is unalienable — 'and fince it is effential to true 
relioiion that we aft from confcie'nce and a con- 
viftion that what wc profefs and.pradlife is agr cable 
to the divine will — religious liberty ever fuppofes, 
aad It is requifite to itS being, that the confcience 
he left free, and that none pretend to alTume an 
empire over it. Religious liberty fuppofes that 
there be not only fref inquiry, but equal freedom 
of profeflibn and aftion, when tjierejay no diftur- 
bance is given to' others. Indeed fhould any under 
■pretence of confcience, aft in direct violation of the 
■>aws of God, to the injury of the peace of civil or 
religious fdfliedes, they ought to be rtftrained. — 
"Foe there is no liberty but what fuppoles our de- 
pendence upon Gop, and pur obligations' to com- 
ply with his- will. And , under the pretence of 
liberty 'to aft as we lift, or to difregard the diftates 
of reafonor the will of God, however riiade known, 
er any authority he has conftituted, is libertinifm 
and licentioufnefs.. 

Once more, it may be premifed, that altho*' 
chriftianity was properly eftabliihed by Goo him- 
felf or his fon Chrift Jefus — it being that kingdom 

which 
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which the prophet Daniel foretold, " tlie God of 
heaven fhould fet up, and fhall never be deftroyed, 
. but Ihall ftand forever ; || — And although ,this 
kingdom was founded when the power qf the civil 
magiftrate was armed for it's deftcuftion : -^ yet 
Ibould the civil authority think it necefl&ry, as they 
have in almoft all chriftian countries, to eftablifh 
any particular form of chriftianity, let it be con- 
fidered that all fuch eftabliiliments are evidently 
bunian j' and unlrls there, be a general toleration, 
are inconfiflent with religious liberty. It is a no- 
ble declaration of a writer of the firft ^lafs, -f" that 
" a religious eftablifhment, without a toleration of 
" fuch as think they cannot in confcience conform 
*' to it, is it felf a general tyranny, becaufe it cUi'.ns 
*' abfolute authority over confcjence ; 9nd would 
'* fooQ beget p.^ticular kinds of tyranny of the 
'' worft fort, tyranny oyer the ipind, and various 
" fuperftitions, after the way Ihould be paved for 

" them, as it foon mu% by ignorance, " 

s 

These things being prernifed, I (hall proceed 

to the proof of the firft obfervation I mentioned, 

viz. that liberty, both civil and religious, is the 

_ fpirit and genius of the f^cred writings. 

The great defign . of infinite wifdom in the 

various revelations there haVe been made in the 

B 2 different 

I Dan. ii. 44. t ^2- Butler's Serai, qb i Tim. II. i, j^. 
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different ages of the .world, has' been to promote 
the caufe of liberty in the ndbkft and moft im- 
portant fenfe. As acpomplifliing the amazing plan 
of' the redettvptiqn of a fallen world by the Son of 
God, and' recovering us from, the peaal eflfefts of 
fin, which were a rnqft terrible bondage and milery | 
as this is the general intention of revelation, liberty, 
without any impropriety, may be faid co be, the 
gepqral intention of revelation. And altho' forae- 
thlng infinitely greater and more valwablp thaiO. 
■what relates to this world is defigned ; yef we ftiall 
find that he who accomplifhes various important 
pnds at the fame time by the fame me^ns, conful- 
ted man's Kappinpfs in tliis as well as the future 
itatc. " -^ ■■'•■■'-''■' • 

Liberty being the foundation pf almoft every 
temporal blelTing, and alfo thofe which are ever-: 
lafting being in a near connexion with it, upbr^ 
an examinatipn of the facred writings, we (hall find 
through the whole, a particular regard to this in- 
eftimable favour. "VVere we to trace the whole 
book of God, as every part wa§ wrote by the 
fame unerring fpirit of truth, we fhall find nothing 
that tends to countenance anarchy, or fuppcrt^ 
tyranny either civil or religious; but on the con- 
trary a fpirif of libjcrty breathing phro' the whole.; 



So 
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So large a field op^iiis yiim we. take i»T?iwof 
the iacre4 books, titat I (imft Q(9^^ (nyi^f to 
jj v^y ff w pa<?9gefii 

T<> begin with the wrijlngs of Moles, there we 
^11 find that in the execution of ^he grand plan 
hefore-mer^tioned, heaven appears in ^tnoft fignal 
planner' fo re/cue a particular people from a ftate 
of chiB Rioft miferable tyranny! and fervitudb. The 
whol^ hiftory of that important event, the delive- 
rance of Ifrael'from their Egyptian bondage, ifaews 
In thp ftrongeft mafiner, God*s tender compaflion 
fbr the rights of his people, and that he ■wiH fooner 
or later appear to take vengeance on the tyrants 
and cruel oppreflbrs of mankind. The noblefl: 
doquenee, tnlpired by the warmeft fpirit of Gberty, 
could not ufe ftfonger eieprefflons than are found 
in the f^cred writers Mrhen they touch upon this 
fobjeft. • The infinite Being is thus wprefenned as 
fpe^kiflg upoij this occafion, * « I have feen, 
f I have feen thg affli<fliori of my people which 
^* is it^ Egypt : I have be%rd their groaning, and 
*' am qome down to deliver them ". And he, 
who never marlifefted hi$ power in an extrao^di* 
oary manner but for purpofes becoming the wif- 
dom of the deiiy, by; a jgsries of njo(l amazing 
miracles, kt his people free. Afld as the redeffip^ 
tion of his people, and taking v^ageance on W? 

enemiei 

* Exod. in. 7, 8. Afls VII. 24. 
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enemies ftood in connexion, which has been the 
general courfc of the divine adminiftration : — by 
the amazing deftrudlion of the latter, the divine 
power was made known in fuch a ftriking manner, 
as that licr'eby the remoteft nations arid diftant 
ages were taught God's righteous abhorrence of 
fuch oppreffive meafures, as Pharoah and his court 
impioufly and cruelly purfued. — God who dif- 
played his,pawer in fo remarkable 3 manner to 
vindicate the rights of his people, appears 6y the^ 
iacred writings to have the greateft regard to pro- 
per government and order. This people were 
not delivered from the tyranny of Egypt to bp 
given up to a ftate of anarchy. or their own law- 
lefs lufts, nor toTse delivered over into the hands 
of tyrants of their own nation ; but to be formed 
into a kingdoth under the government of the Lord 
Jehovah. — He, whofe right to dominion is incott' 
teljible, and \Vhofe qualifications for government 
are unrivalled, cohdefcended to become' in a politi- 
cal and peculiar fenfe their king. Their ftate is 
therefore called, in fcriptCire language, the kingdom 
of Jehovah : and the Lord is faid to be " their 
lawgiver, their king and judge": arid b^ (tiles 
them " my people " and " my nation " : — and 
their government is commonly called a. Theocracy. 
Not that we are to confider- this as barely a poli- 
tical conftjtution. The firft and grand defigii of 

• infinite 



An. Election Sermon. 15 

infinite wifdom was, to fecure that people- in thei^ 
allegiance t'j him as the moral governor of the 
world, and to redeem them from idolatry and 
wickcdnefs — or, as the fcripture expreffes it, to be 
" a kingdom of priefts anji a holy natign ". But 
not only the recoveryv of that people to the 
praflice of true religion, the moft efFeftual fejprity 
of all government, were in view, in the difpenfa- 
tions of heaven towards them, but their happinels 
in every refpeft. Therefore he who ,had mani- 
fefted his favor to them, regarded, with peculiar 
kindnefs their civil or political ftate. 

The time will not allow a particular examina- 
tion of the civil government of the Hebrews ; 
therefore I fhall only fay in general, fo far as the 
plan of this government was of divine original, 
we fhall not only find the higheft marks of politi- 
cal wifdom, but that it was a polity which with 
the utmoft propriety might be termed a free go- 
vernment J and was intended in the bed manner 
to fecure the liberties, happinefs, peace and prof- 
perity of that people ; had they adhered to this 
excellent conftiiution, it would have fecured them 
frdm all tyranny, oppreflion and anarchy, aiid from 
foreign invaders. 

The 
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"Tfl* *iglfl: '©f leg?Bati6n, tlife fitft branch of 
IbVdtigntjr-, Was in the Lord Jehbvah himfeff. 
-All tlieh- laVs as 'w^ll civi^ as religious tvefe from 
hirti — *' *v;^atevt^ he commanded, thatthey were 
to obfer'?l& and &t)t, and not to add ifhereto or di- 
minirti froili it +. " And as good kws are one of 
die greateft fecdrities of the civil Hbeiti^s of a peo- 
ple, weihaliiindTuch enafted'by the Lord Jeho- 
vah, Relative p their conftitutioti and fbrm df go- 
VernmeWt, and the private adminiftration of jiiftice, 
asWorald in the nreift eflfeftual manner have prefer- 
ved the peace and happintfs of the community, 
and the hberty and property of each individual. 

Again, TiHo' he who' has an abfolute and un- 
dtrived rt^ht to Sovereignty, and to whom all be- 
ings Owe fxibjegtion, was at the "head of this fyftem ; 
— yet this government, like all other free govern- 
tnents, was founded on compact. The whole 
tengregation of Ifrael, as a poKiicafl body, acknow- 
ledged the Lord Jehovah to be their king, took an 
oathtjf ^Itegiattce to him, and he receives them for 
a people to himfeff *. But altho* the Lord Je- 
lioVah was rheir king, and the power of legiflation 
was only in him ; yet the executive part of govern- 
ment was put into the hands of fubordinate ma- 
giftrates. Their fuprexne magiftrate under the 

Lorcl 
t Deut. XII. 32. * Peut. XIX. 10, 17. 
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tord Jehovah muft be ^onfidei'ed as his Vice- 
roy or deptity ^- and Moles who was the firft in 
this ofEt^ was commiffioned immediately from God. 
Jofhua who fuccecded him was alfo pointed oat 
by the otacle \ yet his aiithoYity AWas recognized by 
the people |t. Thefe judges or leaders in the jew- 
ifli polity were poffeffed . in a limited fenfe of 
regal power— -though let it be obferved, the ap- 
pointment of a king afterwards was a deviation 
from their 'original conftitution. But whatever was 
the authority of their fupreme iijagiftrate, he could , 
affume no arbitrary power ; and by, this conftitution * 
there was' the greateft fccurity *that -the power 
wouldbe improved for the end for which it xyas 
given. The law was to be his rule, in all things — 
the oracle was alfo to be confulted in the moft im- 
portant affairs. There was alfo a national fenatc 
formed out of the princes of the tribes and heads 
of families + as his privy counci!, which was to be/ 
confulted -, and the whole congregation of Ifragl 
were by the conftitiltion onebranch of government, 
and were invefled with a^ many rights and priVi- 
Igges perhaps, as any of the moft antient and .freeJfl 
governments. > 

* Freedom and property fland in connexion j 
property ever ' carrying power and authority — 
the grant of the land of Canaan, from the great 

C and 

B Jo!h. I. 16, 17, 18, t Jo(h. XXIII, 1,1. 
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^d univcifa] Ptoprietor, being made to the whok 
nation of the Jews ; each, tribe (except that of Levi J 
having an equal part^ and each Ifraelite a certain 
proportion — a proportion fufEcienj lyith frugality 
and iliduftry to maintain theni;i(i, plenty — and ^s 
thefc lands were to defcend to their pofterity, and 
Were alienable but for a limited tirrie ; a proper and 
natural foundation wai hereby kidj for keepi^ig up 
the ballance of power . among the feveral • tribe?j 
the fecurity of the liberties of the body of the peo- 
ple, a;nd the rights of each individual. In arbritary' 
gbvcrritiients ikete is no fecOrity of property, if 
there are freeholders ; but the Ifraelites, holding ,■ 
their lands of Jehovah their King, and no fubordi- 
nate migiftrate however gfCat, ha/ving po'wer to 
invade the property of the meaneft of his fubjefls: ; 
the law alfo prohibiting the loan of money upon 
intereft, * prevented any from ihgrofling large 
quantixies of land 5 hereby all were fecured from a 
ftate of fervltude;; The fpiric of freedom which 
appears in all the Hebrew conftitution, is likewife 
peculiarly manifefled in the provifipn it made fof 
the prefervation of the liberties of theloweft and 
pooreft among tliem. PrOvidenfce having endued 
perfons with different capacities and abilities, and 
giving different fuceitfs, even to the endeavors of 

hpneft 

* The ptciilUr plan of the;Hebre<v polity (lieweth tJie 
i-eafpn of the law prohibiting ufury, arid the loan of money 
upon intereft not being forbid fo flrangcrs, proves that laW 
noito have been of a tnora! nature. 
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loneft induftry, all will never enjoy tire fame degree 
)f freedom. But thjs confticution made provifio* 
%r the relief of the natural incapacities of perfonn, 
,nd the ill fuccefs that might attend their endeavors.' 
the poor were not only to be relieved by charity, 
>qt no Ifraelite was to be fol4 ^s a bond-man, or 
]fiqdeaQave * : — every feventh year debtors were 
o be liberated -f — and every' fiftieth year, there was 
Q be a general releafc of fervants j and a reverfion 
f houfes and lands to fuph original proprietors, or 
he heirs of fuch, a^ through neceflitous pircumftan- 
es had been obliged to part with .them 1|. The 
'^r of jubilee, or proplamation of liberty among; 
he j'ews, being a grand 'periodical feftival, ind 
fbered in with fuch folenin joy and pomp, was ,as 
ve\l calculated to jnfpirc the whole nation with a 
ove of liberty, as the Qlympick feftival games were 
q mfpirethe Greel^s with the love of g;lory. 

Many other things might be obferved relative 
the civil polity of the Jews, pointing out its ad- 
r^ntages, and Ihewing the admirable provifion there 
/as thereby made for the fecurity of "civil liberty, 
iz. the qualifications and charafters prefgribed for 
heir magiftrates— the obligations all in power were 
inclcf flridlly to cpnform to law, in the execution 
C 2 of 



*. Ler. 25.. 42. fExod. 15. i, \. ^ jj Lev. 25. 40. 
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of their ofiice § — the provifion that was alfomade 
10 fecure the authority of government, and ta pre- 
vent difohedience to the orders of the' ftate : — their 
military* eftablifhrfient ;— rtheir employment ( which 
being chiefly that of hufbandry ) muft of courfe euU 
tivate that fimplicity artd integrity of manners, fo 
elTential to the. prefervation of liberty : — Thefe, I 
fay, and more might be enlarged upon, would the 
time aillow ; ap4 if |ct in ajuft.light would fuliy 

{hew 

Jehovah their iTuprcme ruler enjoined that their kings 
when they fet upon the throne of his kingdom (hould write 
a copy of the law, &c, as in Deut. 17. 18. — And that 
there fhpqld be oflicers and judges in their gates through-. 
out their triiies. — The God of Ifrael alfo'faid, he that 

' rnleth over men miift bejurt, rtiling in the fear of God — 
he muft (lot rcfpedf the pcrfon of the poor, nor honour the 

;j),erfon of the mighty, but in righteoufnefs judge his neigh- 
bour. Uppn vvliich a jate wrifer obferves that "they 
" are called gods becaufe, as our Saviour tells us, the 
" word of God came to them, or rather becaufe the word 
" of God was lodged with theip : and from thence, as 
" from the oracles of God, the pepple werp to fetch an^ 
" fwers of juftice ; And indeed it is a god-like thing to 
" fit in the chair of juftice with an equal hand, and an tye 
" direfl, dividing .the word of God depof:ted with them, 
" upppved by foilicitation, friendfhip, 'refpeft or cotn- 
f pafTion on one hand, and on tlie other by animofity and 
*' refcntment. JNqt thaf thef^ paffions are to be rooted 
'' up from u9 ; They are of excellent ufe in private life ; 
•' and a man nuift be void of humanity that wants thefe 
" afFeftions : iiut let them not appear in the feat oi" juftice 
" to pervert and darken ii, and let virtue, have the benefit 
•-* of tKeniv " , - ' - - " 
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(hew t\ys political . wifdom and freedom of this go- 
vernment. *^ - 

•-■■• * '. . V. , ':•<' 

I r is alfo worthy notice, that librerty and indc-. 
pend,ance v/ete txprefsly promifed to the Jews, upon 
adherence to their duty, and flav'ery threatned as a 
punilhment of apoftacy. |l " If they hearkened dili- 
" gendy/unto the voice of the Lord, and did his 
*' commandments, the Lord their God ( it is faid ) 
*' would let them high above all the n'ations of the 
" earth, " and that they " fhould be above only,' 
" and not beneath. " — But if difobedient and re- 
bellious, " that they fhould ferve their enemies, 
" and that he would put a yoke of iron on their 
« necks. " f ^ - 

Furthermore, We find in proportion as the 
fpirit of their religion influenced thofe who were 
conftituted guardians of their qivil liberties, and the 
people in general, they enjoyed the happy effefts 
of this blefnng. Mofesjofhua, Samuel and others, ■ 
who were fupremc rulers in the Jewifli ftate, and 
perfons of the firfl: rank for piety and virtue, difco- 
vered the moft tender regard for the' rights of that 
people ; as appears not only from the writings of 

Mofts, 

* I WOULD refer the reader for an enlargement upon thefe 
heads to Mr. Lownian's difTcrtation upon the Hebrew go- 
vernment, wherein is fuliy fhewn the Juftice, wifdoin and 
gpodnefs of the mofaical conflitution. 
il Dtut. 2?. 1, & 13. t Vcr. •48. - 



22, Aft Election Sermon, 

Mofes, but >th& other facred hiftorians who fucceeded 
him. — Inftead of improving their powef to enflave* 
them, thej?^ did every thing that the wifeft and beft 
of men could do to preferve them from vaffalage, 
. and perpetuate their liberties. — Jofhua, as well as 
Mofef,was eminent for his fidelity in his high offipe ; 
and left the appointment of a fuccefljbr to the divine 
determination, and the difcretion of the people •, nei- 
ther of them doing any thing to entail the advan-. 
tages of it to their pofterity, or aggrandize their 
families. And ;Samuel appears worthy of -perpetual 
renown, not only for his great integrity, ifl the ad- 
miniltration of.juftice as chief magiftrate in, Ifrael ; 
but bis truly patriot zeal for their facred conftitution, 
and the liberties of the people. HoW' fokmnly 
doth he, proteft againll a change of goverhment, 
•when the people impioufl-y and foolifhly . propofed 
it. to him ? and how fully doth he reprefont the fla- 
v0ry and mifery that would attend them ina (late of 
monarchy, and having a kiag like the neighbouring 
nations ? f 

"VVEkE we to proceed to a farther e3(aminatiof> 
^of the facred hiftory, after the fctdtment ' of the ' 
Hebrew nation, in the land of Canaan, either before 
or after their change of government, we fliould find 
many things which point out in the cleareft light the 
tii^ti'j and great advantages of civil liberty : —As we 
Ihoutd fee the many and fatal efEi^s of a dcviatior^ 



from 



f I Sim. St!i cb?p. 
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From their origmal,facr?^ ?qnft^utiott j how itat timer 
involved them in a ftatepf great copfufion, (Jifpjpdci' 
apd mifery — how jt prevented their full apd peaccp* 
able enjoyment of the good land God had proipifed 
to them — how it caufed them to become an cafy 
prey to alaioft every invader— hpw it expof^d to 
civil diffentjions, ^nd all the evils that arife frpm a 
ftate of anarchy, as well as the: tyranny ©f ;arbitra|'y 
power. 

Were, we alfo to ttace the writings of the pro^' 
fihetsj we fhould find them animated with a noblp 
fpirit of liberty : Infpittd by the fpirit of truths they 
chafadleri^e perfecutingj oppreflive and tyrannical 
powers in a manner that proves they are deteftabie 
as wtll to God as man. Pharaoh king, of Egypt is, 
by the prophet Ezckiel* ftiled the great Dragon j f 
9 name often given in Ifcripture to cruel tyrants, as 
they refemble the old Terpen t the firft deceiver, the 
grand adVerfary and dtftroyer of mankind. The 
Babylonian, Perfian, Grecian, and Roman Empires, 
as they were all tyrannical and oppreflive monar- 
chies,,are Ipoken of under the general dendminatipn 
of beads ; and repreiirnted to Daniel, * by beafts of 
the moft monftrous form and favagq natures. And 
the manner in which the prophets pr^dift the fate, 
and future circqmftance? of thefc arbitrary govern- 
ments, plainly ftiewSj how difpleafing their tyrannies , 

and 

f Ezck. 29. 3. * Dan. 7. 3, — 8. 
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and ,opprefllons' were to the . univerfal fovcreigit, 
** who executeth . fighteotifnefs arid judgment for 
•* all that are opprefied, " But, befides thefe f out- 
grand monarchies, all of which were oppreffive to 
God's people, otl\ersofthe like charafter aredef- 
tined to the righteous vengeance of heaven : And 
the prophets repeatedly aflure us from the mouth 
of Him who declareth the " end from the begin- 
*' ning, and from ancient times the things that are 
" not yet done, " * and whofe " counfel fhall 
"-ftand, and who will do a^ll his pleafure " tliatia 
period is fixed in the counfels of infinite wifdom, 
for the exemplary deftruftion of thele defl:royers of 
the earth. ■ 

It is prppheficd of Egypt one of the firft and 
great oppreflbrs of God's people, " that they fhould 
*' be given over into the hand of a fruel lord, ^nd 
" a fierce king (hall rule over them, faith the. Lord, 
" the Lord of hpfts -, " t and, " that it (hould 
" be a bafe " or tributary " Icingdom ; that it 
*' Ihall be the bafeft of kingdoms ; neither Ihall it 
*' exalt itfelf any more among the nations •,— and 
" that they ihall no more rule over the nations. |1 " 
Nineveh, jikewifc, the metropolis of the Affyi'ian 
monarchy, built by that mighty tyrantNimrdd ; and 
which had been greatly affli'ftive to God's people. 
Lb for, its tyranny and other yites, doomed to final 
^nd perpetual deflruSn'on: k is thus prediifled of 

this 

*\'iz\.t^ 9, JO. -f Ifai. r9. 4. I! Eze'k, 29, 14. 'J — 
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thts once moft famous city, " with an over-running 
" flood, will God make an utter end of the place 
" thereof,, he will make an utter end -, its place 
"may be fought but it fliall never be found. "^ 
— Many and remarkable alfo are the prophefies 
refpefting the deftrudlibn of Babylon, another ene- 
my and oppreflbr of God's people. — " Saith 
" the Lord of hofts, I will punith the king^of Ba- 
*'L bylon and his land, as I have puniflied the king 
" of Affyria. '' * As her power had been abufed 
to tyranny and the moft cruel pferfecutions, the 
prophets aflure.us, from the fupreme Arbiter' bf 
kingdoms, and that God who judgeth in the earth ; 
" Babylon the glory of kingdoms and the beauty of 
the Chaldees excellency, Ihall be as when God 
ovecithrew Sodom and Gomorrah : it fhall never be 
inhabited, — but wild beafts of the defart fhall lie 
there i their houfes fhall be full of doleful creatures "f 
that " it fhall become heaps, a dwelling place for 
dragons, an aftonifhment and a hiding without an 
inhabitant" — And I will render unto Babylon, 
and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea, all the evil 
they have done in Zion, faith the Lprd. " i| All 
which prophecies were remarkably and literally 
fulfilled. ■ ' 

" Where are now thefe great and famous ^Mo- 
narchies,' ( faith a learned writer § ) which in their 
D turns 

* Jer. 50. 18, t Ifai. 13. i^, — J Jer. 51. 

^ Dr. TftOMAS Newton. Thjj 
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tiwn$rJi«I:jdic4 and oppress]; tfa.e people. of cOodi^ 
Are: they riot vanifhed as a dream, and. nop only 
their power ibut t^eir very names loft in -the eartih ? 

, The 

T*His,ria.IijabIcwTiter^n hisdiflertations on the prpphecies, 

■has /hewn by; a deduftidn of xhfihiftoxy of ^gyjty frqoi : 

^he time .of the abflye-.menyonjfd pi;edi^ipn, th^t i^ ^uJi^, i 




the pn 
was ll^ft delivered .-—And] whit Itkelihooa or appearance' 
^Mf'js there, that the Egyptians (Rovild. for fo- many age* bow 
un4er a foreign yoke, '^and npvjer.in all that tiijce be ablet* , 
recover their iiberjif's, and have a prince of thci|,,owp to ■ 
' reig'n'over' them? For hot'long after Egypt was copqiie^ed 
by^ibe Babyloniaas, after the Babylonians fey the Perfians 
th6n by tlie Stace'donians, afterwards 6'y the Romans— ' 
^.thettby the Saracens, ' then by jfhe Mamalucs, and is naw 
, a province of theTur1ijih,e"ftj'p,ii'p.'*-:7-r-And from the cha^ 
. rafter given oftheEgypti&ns by.aocient and ipoflep^ autbojrs.j 
b^s'thi; reflcdlion ; — " Such njen are evidently boro^^ not 
to crOfiiniand, b'ut'tp ferve aiifd obey. They are altogether 
■unwoftby' of liberty. ' Siavery'^is fitted for them, as they 
, arc fitteft for flavefy; "' ' ' i Vol. la'Difler. ' 

THAr NineVeh'Was taken and deftroyed, according to the 
prediftion of Nahum, &c. ( in aliprobability by'theMedes 
andPabylbnians^'this writer has alfo' proved— and remarks, 
" that befides the fulfilnient of thepaiticulai circur^dancfs , 
relative to its deflruflion, fo totally was it deftroycd, that ' 
theptaqe is hardly known where,it \v;as Ctuaf.c4,;: — ," apd 
" that even the ruin's of bid Nineveh have been long ago 
" ruined an^ deftroyed ; fiich an '*' utter end " hath 
" bteen made of it, and fuc£is the truth of the divine 
" ptediftions ! " 

This 
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Thc^^tians, AflyriaHS ihd BabylpiiJkns, wtft 
<iv6tiai«swn'ind entirely fubjugatedby'the Peffiaiis." 
•^ And; after hkviHjg Jh^wh th^ exaift ftilfilmehr diF 
die p9of5hecieJ, relative to the deftruiaion of Baby- 
lon -^ he abds, " How wotiHerftil are' fiich pre- 
** diftions, compared with the events 1 and wliai i 
*^;convinai% ar^im^nt dPtHe truth and divbfit/ 
** of the holy fcrijitures ! " — " At thefame time 
^' it muft afford all readersof an exalted tafte, and 
** generdus fenliments, ialithfe friends aridllovers of 
" liberty, a very fenfible pleafure to hear the pro- 
** phets' exulting over fuch tyrants and oppreObrs 
D 2 "as 

This author likewlfe, by a particular ind'uifHoh of fa'fls, and 
cohiparing hiftor j^ with prophecy, has pointed obt the 'punc- 
tual fulfilment' of the .pre'diaions of the prophets, concern- 
ing, the' deflraftion of Babylon. '^—" And as it- is exprefsly 
" foretold it (hould be reduced to defolation (he obferves) 
*' wHeq it was converted into a chafe for wifd beafts) then 
" were exadly aec'om^Ii^ed the words of' the prophets,' 
" thit t&e' nvi/tiieaftie/ tie dd/eri, •wlththe-'iiil'dbeafli 
" of the ipahdi^ Jhall ditiHl there, and cry ift't heir deji' 
" Jate boafes'! One part of the country was overflowed 
" by the river's being turned out of its courfc ( by Cyrus, 
" when he took'thc city ) aiid' never reftbred agaiii to'it's 
" former chaopel, and thence ijccamt bogg^ and mirihy/ 
*' fo that it might literally befaid to be afojfeffion for the 

" hut em, ttnd pcohjef toater. " And.whpuwe find 

", that modern trai^ellcrs/cannot now certainly diCcover the 
" fpot of ground where this reno\^ned city once was, fitu- 
" ated, • wt' may pi-operly fay, No'w is BaBylon become a 
" dffotatim among the niiiahi." 

Vol. irt.' Differ. loth. 
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" as the kings ofAffyria. In the 14th Chapter 
" of Ifaiah there is an Epinikion, or^ triumpMnt 
" ode upon the fall of Babj/ldh. ? It reprefents the 
" infernal manfions its moved, and the. ghofts of 
** deceafed tyrants as rifing to meet the king of Bar 
" bylon,an]d congratulate his coming among them. 
" It is really admirable for the fevered ftrokes of 
*' irony, as well as the fublimeft ftrains of poetry.'' 
*' — :It juflly defervcs the charader of one of the 
*' moft fpiritedj mod fublime, and moft perfeft 
** corapofitions of the' lyrick kind, foperior to any 
•' of the produftipns of Greece or Rome. " 

But the prpphets not pnly affure us,' that the 
day of Vengeance fliall come, apd the year for re- 
compenfing the controveffie;s of Sipn ; or that^ 
great and amazing deftruftion fhall ,be brought 
upon all the enemies of God and his people 5 but 
that a happy time fti^ll take place, before the grand 
plan of the uniyerfal Sovereign, refpefting the go- 
vernment of the world, is accomplifli'd i when rcr 
ligion and liberty and all their amiable attendants, 
fliall univcrfally prevail, and produce th? moft hqp- 
py and glorious efFeft^. 

Were we again to trace the writings of the old 
Tcftament, we fhould find them equally friendly 
to religious, as has been briefly fliewn they were to 
civil iiberty — But it cap only be obferyed, that 

'" " ' " the 
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|he civil and ecclefiafiical polity of the Jews, were 
in m»ny refpefts united : Both are to be confider'd 
as parts of the covenant, made between Jehovah 
their JCing and them. All their laws, whether of 
amoral or pofitiwe nature, were from God. The 
I^iflarire authority, as has been before faid, wa^ 
folely in him ; and'ij^ power was ^ven to any 
human authority in this refpeft. Even Mofes, in 
every thing relative ta the ritual of their worlhip, 
was to conform to the pattern fhewn him in the 
mount. And by that conftitution there was no 
power, either ecclefiaftical or civil, ^vcri to men, 
ipconfiftenf with the facred rites of confcience, and 
the exercife of private judgment. Nay, fo far was 
it froni this, that we find it refer'd to the impartial 
judgment of that people to choofc whom they 
would ferye, the gods of the heathen or the Lord 
Jehovah * -, and in confcquence hereof the people 
of Ifrael folemnly declare, " All the Words which 
the Lord hath faid, we will do " f. • And altho* 
that difpenfation- was far kls liberal, than the goC- 
prel ; and the numerous fites and ceremonies enjoin'd 
by their religion, are called " a yoke of bondage " j 
yet it ivas what their own conduft, prevailing dif- 
pbfition, and peculiar circumftances, as well as 
voluntary confent, fubjugated them to. It is not 
poflible that we (hort-fighted mortals fliould fully 
ynderft^nd ail the defigns of infinite wifdom j and 
we may juftly fuppofc, there were many rcaf9ns for 

the 
* Jofliua 24. ly. t V"' 21. 



0Q „AsnML!&airiaj!f)SE9Moi^, 
l^evinfl;t(l5ata?)q«(}f the^l0>re>liii?,riSiflS'j bnkiioAvriitd' irt'i 

aoji to-beofeftiin'd ■ln^thetfr«liegianee'>tb- theftrue- 
Gpdji^na^tiy ofTtheit pitcB and eereindnies might bb 
nepi«ff*r^,a!o.~anfv^^-<he|ereffl4s«)v^a!nd- to prevent 
thfiif failtngi-ia-^v^ritii che 'i4Qletrou& pi^^ices^ of' the' 
Bqgh^uiiiggnaciQtisv! to whiph they werefo'grc&t3y^ 
groBft-A-'fBiiti'if^^ thtf'eiefilefiftfticalipolity,! and: redigis' 
ouSrAnftitutipas iofjihia J^wssy afe' compar'd withi 
that ©f aUiatherH^ftiortiiflajinone ViHbefq6od-*eq%iaRyy 
feae.— f- The'ffionft^oi!is|!©wer''eytn id 'tbi^s lacredi^ 
ckimcd; by.tiie (iivil naagift'tike and; the prieft'hood! 
attithac day •;■ ai»dl«IfcnM0iE5f.lri^-^ftltk>rfe'!aal*^^M 
eftabfiffeed by. «t4tho*ity,undet ihfe' Tevei^ftft penafticii 
was aft^itd'Of'tio&dftgg s^thbft i'rififertfelf rtfoffe'-gHci 
VWia* afit'iiftblii«^1«er dianf that -of the^ jiiWs; -«. t'We' 
{fet*Vi0es* •Which jMt Ifraelites' welr^ cburriianded to' 
peffbrtn- lb the trufGod^ aHd tHe'fubjedtii^ath'ey- 
Werd'Uftdtlf tb any t^ower, eithfei- civil Or cccleliafti- 
c4l, was the perfediibri of Iftierfy, compar'd with 
the ftate of the whole heathen world ' at that tirrie. 
-^'I%v/hile thd Je<*'S^ vs^^i-fe feVoUr'd with a teji- 
gion" of divine Ofigilftal, Which' tTio* intei-fiiiked 
•with a variety of pofitive Ihflitutioris, yet requir'd 
every thing that Was of a nibralndtufe ; the Gen- 
tiles had religious rites and cercriioniej eftablilli'd 
by human authority, many of which were grea!tjy' 
implii^; barbarous, and imtifioral •, and ignorartCc, 
fOpfefftkiotV, idotati'y and wickedheft tyrannized over 
thofe narions. , B«t 



tlogs o£:'theoevcefta«cnt; there w^rBntdtho fa^e'-" 
fpiiik. of |iber,fy. .bteaiinDg^'tbroaighntheiy^letcandic 
th^ns Wje.fee an .^o^sB^iflunent: o£tiie.> prophecies'-: 
refep^iag. t)m fiadempoon of maBkiniig^^iOuCiofu; 
Zion is come a deliverer, to proclaim libertiri):o:thc(^'i 
qaptive, iand the opening of the prifon to them that 
ar«fepwd,."f ' Wft.dQBOl,|}'iSdi; mdeodiJ tfaat^teo^a- 
raLfldnc^; ?Rd, OiQhty, P9Dquer«f jffhpjiithecainalr-r 
Jegr* e^3ed» I© freftthem^oiiij^hBiitemftn^oifcei:- 
ani^ to. exalt iChejti taomi^verfa^iibmiaiQn'/; but^oacn 
whiQ:cath&£o prq^arebenegta tinfin'^clj^jgneaDer.'ondpq 
niQGe^valuabletQ {nankiadi: 

QvB. loQid iiy[)iaiv he iirft 'enteired i}po» hiipiibHc^ 

munftry declared,, he. catne.not ta.dclirdyv the lavr-: 

and the prophets : But as his kingdom was not of 

this world* hie intermedled not with'*civi} aflr^s,- b6t 

left *heJefWi(h'p6liC5f-as- he found it. Thfr fame may 

b& feid of all thf> otheP -kingd()ms of 'the -earth :' 

fcaicel^. any- thing is'T^copded-by the-faered writers- 

as( laid by hira relative - to civil- govermnent,; ex-^ 

cepting this v ^' Render- to- Caofan the ftbiogs thtt ^rc 

Caefaifsv and to G§d tinj^hings th^are God?s j-'^ inii 

which he not onljui^difcbvi^ediJ t^e mo(^4Confiuntnabe> 

pradenecan^ integrity; in avoiding the fnase: laidr 

for bin), but >[ias given a diife^icit);.wj»c>h.if ^tandedi 

to, . \yill be .the belt fecurity iof ; libfiPiy both cml »e^ ': 

facred.,' Forif lukrs as wellias peo|)levec»i|iorai>ito 

thi? pf fic^pf* neither, .the priueet.wiltafliiojejanj&iti^ 

due 
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due prerogative, or abufe his power j nor will the 
fubjeft refufe. that • alf^iance which is due to the 
princfk l)ut perform the duties which they refpeftive*- 
ly owe to each tJthcr ; both keeping in mind the 
fuperior obligations they are under to the univerfal 
foFcreign. ; ; ; '; 

There are but few paflages in the'writiiigs of the 
apoftles relative to this fubjed. Religion and c)vil 
government being things entirely difthifl: in their 
nature, however they may coincide in fome ref- 
peftsin their defign, the apoftles lay but little con- 
cerning the civil rights of maokind-^intimatirig that 
chriftianity makes no alteration in this refpeft — and 
that chriftians are iander the fame obligations,' to the 
duties th&t refulr from civil relations, with other men. 

The moft remarkable paffage upon this fubjedt 
is the beginning of the 13th chapter of the epiftld 
to the Romans : — a paffage of Scripture which has 
been moft horridly perverted by the flatterers of 
tyrants, to eftablifli a doftrine contrary to reafon, 
to the dl(5tates of nature, and the general intention 
of revelation. And the exorbitan t power they pre- 
tend is hereby given to the civil magiftrates — the 
wnlimited and unrefiftingfubmiffion andpaffive obe- 
dience required of the fubjeQ, is direftly fubyerfivc 
of civillib?rty. But after all that the fupporters 
of tyrartoy have been able to fay, it is too evident to 
need any laboured proof, thgt Sc.Faul in this paffage 

in 
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in fuch a ttidrinsr fwits out tHe origin and lays 
the fouadation ofcivHgQvernment-^fQ particularly 
' limits and defibei t^e natuf'e and jindi ot poliiieal 
power — ^ and, frdrh its iJeing-exeffeifed to that pijr- 
pofc and end, dedScei the obligations of obedience i 
And the Duties of ch« bii^ftratej as well as the 
tdrFei|>3ndbnt duties of theXubjedi are &> cdtiiie^ed, 
*id the latter fb pteitdy ihtimated' to refolt from 
the due perfornianfce df thOi forniferi that it wa§ 
fCaVcely poiFible moi'e fhould be feidj in fo fbbrt a 
cprtlp^ in faVdr of civil liberty. — The true princi- 
ples upori which it is. foutided, aild Upon which ii 
will ever fubfift and flouTifli, arc here briefly Iai4 
dbwri, as might- be (bjsvf n at; kyggj^vifOttld the tipie 

allow; *; 

* Thb aiitfeor Aoii^fct it ntedlefe more patticoJaily tb fconC- 
der this paJKige of r^ripture.as it has becB fo fuVf vindica- 
ted tiy maijiy able Writers, fr<>iii the Unjllft inttrpretatioos o£ 
tjie i'Hends of flavery and the abeitors of tyfanny, eitlief 
civil or ecciefiaftical ; and a$ it is To apparent to everj^ 
i^nprcjudiced reader, that this general precept, bffubnii- 
l£on to the tivil magiftfate, is to be takfcn with thofc limi- 
tations and exeeptioiis, whick other gfenera) precepts 9ad 
prohibitions is the facred oracles are — y^, that^as the 
power of the civil rijagiftrate is liitiited, ih all reafoa 
mud the obedience <rf the fubjeft. — ■■ But td imagine the 
apoftle is fpe«king: of the tbeo form of gocCdunent is thi: 
ilbroan empire — an^ of Nero the then reigning Einptror, 
who was not only a crueL- po&tatOT of Chriftiafiit, but 
sue" whom the Senate had eondemiied as a pnblie cnemy^ 
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There is a paflageiivthe writings cESt.Peterfitni- 
kr in fome refpefts to this of St. Paul : the former 
as well as the latter; is recommending the great duty 
of fubjeftion to the civil magiftrate,(iEp.'2d Chap. 
^3- — ) That iwhich St. Paul caUs the ordinance of 
God, St. Peter-ftijes the ordinance of man : As all 
civil governmentSj the , JewilK excepted, are hu- 
man conftitucions.; that is, their form, whatever, it 
be, is the inftitution and contrivance of men ; but 
it is the will of God, plainly made known by the 
make of man, and his circumftances in the world, 
as well as by revelation, there fhould be civil govern- 
ment, • And ,th^ nature and end of political autho- 
rity, and thede'^n and bufinefs of the magiftrate's 
office, are by both thefe apoftles faid to be the fame 
— or the great end of goverijment, and the bufinefs 
o£ the, magiftrate's office is, "the puniihment of 
cvilTdoers, and the»praife and protsflion of them 
that do well. " When civil power is thus employ- 

' '" ■ ed, ■ 

" and the people bated,' as a tyrant " ; or to fuppofe 
• that the Apoftle defigtied,to intimate that any form ot civil 

polity, thfn in being, was of divine original— or , that the 

civil mag)ftrate received his power immediately from God, 
r ■ — arid that tyrants were to be obeyed in all things — - 

and that the fnolt lajvlefs afls of power were- not to be 
■ fefiftcd without expoiSng men to the. dreadful mifery of,' 

eternal damnation, \vould*bc highly injurious to fo excel- ^ 
-■ kn". as wcll-asinfpired a wr!i:r as St, Paul, — and what we 
'. d.avc rcifon to thiplc was as far froni his miiid, as any- 
' c.liii fuL>je<ri, however abfurd and wicked. 
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■ed, it is neceflary, as. we would aft up to our facried 
•eagageifieirts as Ghriftiahs, and preferve the dignity 
of that honorable ■ diarafter, as welf as our civil' 
rights, that we' fubmit to it. The apoftle fub- 
joins a caution and direftion, a regard' to which, 
will -be of grekt ufe to fecufe the bleffings of the 
go{|jel, and the advantages of civil fociety, viz. 
Aithc^' chriftians are: " free, they are not to ufc 
their liberty for acloak of malicioufnefs, " or wick- 
-ednefs ; but ever aft *' as the fervants of God. " — 
Chriftian liberty,inftead of deftroying our obligations 
to God, or any. authority he has infticuted, rather 
incteafeth it ; and is never to be made ufe,of, forr^ 
pretence for rebellion, orfedition,^ or to palliate any 
other wicked arts, whereby civil government may 
^bc difturbed, i 

Whatever elfe is recorded- in the new teftatnent, 
to hive been faid by our Lord or his Apoftles rela- 
tive to civil government,' either the,exercife of ir, 
or fubmiffion to it, is friendly to civil liberty. Altho* 
they teach chriftians to cOnfider themfclves as nof 
of this world, but as fubjefts of the heavenly kirlg- 
<lom; yet they prefcribe to titem a temper and be- 
havior, which will make theai -ufeful in the world, 
and good noagiftrate? qr good-fubjefts of any carihly 
kingdom. , ,, , 



'o^' 



As the conduft of pur LortJ. and his Apofiles 

w-as agreeable to their doftrine arid teacliing, their 

E ? ' . behavior 
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behavior was fjjehas beeotmesthe'fiteBds of4ife«eTi;y, 
The Son of God was a |)a{t,er(i of the moft.dutifal, 
fpbmifnon to all kvff\il mtkmty,: And tha' meek,- 
nefs fhonein his cHara|fl^f with tl^; j^reateft luftre, 
he fpeaks mth fornc feyer'ity of tljat fubtle princ^, 
Herod -j- the t\\en reigning king pf Gajilee : And 
no perfons wer^ reproved mote fll?irply by.'opr, 
Lord, than thfe 'feribes and pharifees, a^nd upoti 
no oqca^OB did l\e ufe greater feverity of expreffion, 
than when he ccnfured their undue claims ofpewer* 
and fpirituaj xpa,^py. 

Were we %q trace the cond^^ of the apoftles, wf 
fliould find it becoming the dignity of their charac- 
ter, and infl:ru(fliv^ to the lovers of liberty, Never 
in any iriftance could they be juftly accufed;, of flat- 
tering tyrants, or ftirring qp fedition and rebellioR. 
And while they difcover^d a proper fubmiflipn to 
thofe in authority, at the f^me time we find theitt 
upon fuitable occafiotis, cUiming their rights and 
privileges as tnen and chriftians. This was the 
principle they ever 3(5led upon, " that God was to 
be obeyed rather than man." Hdw noble is their 
conduct at one time and another, when brought 
.ibefore'the JeWifh fanhedfim ? and hoyir freely 
do they fpeaU tljj truth upon all pccafions» 
however ofFenfive it might be p thofe in authori- 
ty ? Their behaviour alfo before the Roman 
Governors and heathen magiftrates, being, infiuen- 
" ,■*■'■ .ced 

■j- Luks 53. 32. 



cs^ % «h| i^ifit.pf C^rift* w^s fyci) as. bedaihc 
thft,^if^4n4ibeft ©fmen, artitrtated by sifpirk^ 
Wimcay i fuqh as difcoyeiKtd a regard to the rights <rf 
inankind in generdi an^ the public good^ as well 
as a ijegai'^ to the honor of chriftianity, arid their 
own priyikges- land fecurity as members of a free 
^te» The cpndudl, of St.PaUl andiSiJas, whea un- 
juftlyiniprifoqed at Phil^pi, + their ihBfting upon 
their privileges as Romafls, flpd the fobmiflion they 
required of the magiftrates for thejir rafli and airbi- 
trary proc^dings, was becoming the character of 
ehrilbaJis, and friends to civil liberty. Abd the 
apoftie'S" pleading again J:he fame valuable privilege 
jto the Roman .officer, ^| who to appeafe the rage and 
tumult of the Jews, gave orders- to have this good 
'fxxin fcourged before legal trial and condemnation, 
as -Well as his appealing tO Cjefar, proveth that 
^chriftjans are not obliged to give up their eivil 
fights, or tamely to fubmit to every unjuft invafiOn 
of then^. The freedom alio with which this holy 
.man St. Paul reproves (. or as fome fuppofe, the 
, prophetic fpirit with which he denounces the judg- 
ments of heaven againft ) the high-prieft, when in 
the execution of his office, as judge, headed in Vio- 
lation of the law, proves that he knew no power 
which was above law : * And while one part of his 
cqndufi, upon this occafion, explaineth his doftrine 
relpc^ng ," .Subjeftion to the higher povteers j " 
another § teachcth us to reverence thofe cloathed 
with aythority. When 

f Alls" i5i 10. 37- H Ads 21. as. *Aas23.3. §Vcr. 5. 
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When we read the;, afts of the apoftles we not 
only, find a fpirit of liberty animating their conduft*" 
and their example inftruflive to us as chriftians 
and fubjefts of a free ftate ; but from their hiftory 
the magiftrate may learn, many ufeful leffons : To 
omit others that might be mentioned — The conduft 
of that wife' and good magiftfate Gallio, teacheth 
them not to intet-ferem matters that fall not within, 
their cognizance (" queftions of words and names") 
or in religious difputes vs^here civil rights are not 
affefled. And from the behavior of Felix towards 
Paul, they learn how dangerous it is to be influenced 
by an undue regard either to riches, power or por 
pularify'; what temptations they are to ^(^ contrary 
to equity, and the difljates of confcience. An 
imitation of the former * will fecure the religious 
rights of the fijbjecfl ; avoiding the latter His , civi) 

rights. ' - 

; • Upon 

* Gallic is mentioned with great refpciH: b'y Tils- brother 
the famous Seneca ; and ancient writers give him the 
charafter of'a wife and equitabk raagiftrate : -And it is the 
opinion of moderns, " that he judged, well of the rights 
of civil government and of <he, power of his office, and 
difcountenanced civil puniflimcnts on religious accounts. " 
And " that he bad more honor and generofity than to 
make Paul anfwer under the notion of ' a criminal , when 
. by the , Roman law the matter diJ not come within his 
cogoizancc.and there was nothing criminal in the charge.," 
— Dr, Dodderidge obferres, That the prudence and 

moderation, 
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Upon a view of the prophetic writings of the 
apofties we find the fame fpirit of liberty breathing; 
in them, as in the prediftions of the former prophets 
— Sr. Paul's portrait of the man of fin— the hateful 
features with which he delineates him — the fpirit of 
domination he would difcover, and tyranny he would 
cxercife — the wicked and delufive arts he would 
make ufe of to acquire and fupport his urijuft claims 
—the apoftle's ftiling him " the wicked one, " and 
" fon of perdition"' — and aflliring us, he is doomed 
by the righteous vengeance of God to deftrudion, 
proves ^that fuch a charafter, let it be found where 
it will, and however it may pretend to a divine right 
to fuch a plenitude of power, is really ip its nature 
direftly oppofite to the fpirit and genius of chriftia- 
nity : — which is further proved by the apoftle's in- 
timations, that no fuch perfon or power ftiould ap- 
pear in the chriftian church till there was a great 

apoftacy, 

mbderation of Gallio is truly amiable. That wife Ko- 
man well knew the extent of his office, as a magidrate, 
and was aware that it gave him no title, no pretence to 
dii5tate in matters of coDfcience, or to reftraia men's reli- 
gious liberties, fo long as they abftaincd from iDJullice or 
niifchievous licentioufaefs, by which the public peace 
might be diilurbed, and the rights of fociety invaded. 
May Ood give to all the magiftrates of the earth fuch a 
fpirit ! And the golpel under the influence of divine grace^ 
will fojn become an uniirerfal religion^ and fliew the world 
how little need it has ofbeing/upportedby civil penalties," 
., Family Expofitor, Vol. j. Page 295. 
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iapoilaey from Us priiasitive purity-^aiid that iJic' ' 
perfbhs whq IhouM fubtnit to this wicked tvtmay:^ 
VEcte facl^ as are " givea up to ftroiig ddafioos^ '* 
aiudi *i^ ha.ire{)leafure in am%Bteoufflefs, " 

Jn ^he^pp^alypfp pf St. John yre hsve ^ nrietjr 
of ftriVing,eTOblems>pi;hioriOglyfphic i-epnefentatidns 
of thiQfe. oppreffivc and perfccuting pqwers thkt 
lyere ^o ai-ffe to the difturbaoge of the (ihyrch in fu- 
ture agpis. Biit tho' tfeere are ttiany exprcfs pro- 
phecies that fbch tyrannical jjoWers (hould arif^ and 
continue a long time— that they fhould " bl^fpheme 
God, " and " rhake war with the faints* and over* 
conne thfeit(» " and " thait none flib'ukl bfe pei'mittcd 
to buy or felt, fave he that Had the mark, or the 
name erf the beaft-j " yfet for thfefiipport of God's 
people under all, they are affored that when 
themyfllery of God fhali be flriiflled, in Itiffering 
fti6h wicfcednefs to prev-ail, thte reigri of the grand 
^rant, and of all the enemies and pcrfecutorj 
of God's people fhall have an end : And that all 
the oppofers of religion and hberty fbs^l finally n;>;ect 
with^ puTiHhment, great in its e}£cent, and lading 
in its durati(in, adequate to the enormity of their 
crimes. And the fongs of triumph and viftory 
M'ith which the moft benevolent beings are repre* 
fented celebrating the hsppincfspfthpfe, who adhere 
with fidelity to, their duty, notvSrithftanding; the. ty^ 
ranny and oppofition they had to encounter ; the 
hymni of praifci alfo, that are given to God for 

executing^ 
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executing judgtrieiit upon thefe cruel tyrants and 
oppreffors, prove that the caufe of liberty is the 
caufeofGod. 

BiFORE this head is difmifled, it may be proper' 
to add a few words, more fully to fliew that religi- 
ous liberty is the fpirit and genius of the ncw-tefl:a- 
ment. This is fo apparent to every one who has 
read thofe writings with any attention, that it feems 
little Icfs than an affront offered to the underftanding 
to undertake a formal proof of this point. 

Although in the new-teftament an entire aflent 
and abfolute fubmilTion is required to be paid to 
what God has revealed as his will. \ ( a belief and 
praftice of which is true liberty ) yet we find no 
authority given to men to employ force or compul- 
Con in things folely religious ; no authority over 
conlcience : — yea, no powel' to men to make laws 
for the fubjedls of Chrift's kingdom, * j or to en- 
F force 



Altjjo' chriftians. as.mcmbers of civil 'foclety, owe the 
fame fubje£lioD t» the civil inagiftrate with other men ; 
yet as chriftians they are fub]e£ts of Chrift *their only 
King. " Every fo'ciety is fubjeA only to its own legifla- 
ture, which holds equally in refpeft to religious as civil 
focieties. " And when it was before faid, the civil ma- 
giflrates power extended to religioYi, it was intended only 
as it flood in connexion with the civil interefis of the 
community. 

It 
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force his laws, much left their own explanations of, 
them, with civil penalties. All power and authority 
is committed to Chrift : * He is thehe^d of the body 
J. e. the iacred fociety, which is his church, and' 
king of: that kingdom which is not of this worlds ' 
There are no intitrations in.the new-teftament th^ 
Chrift has left any vifibie head of his church, or vice-' 
gerent m bis kingdom : — And it is worthy our 
attention, that our Lord faith to his difciples,.f 
" Be ye not failed Rabbi, for one is your tnaftcr, 
" even Chrift, and ye are brethren'.- and call no 
^' man father upon earth 5 for one is your father, 

■** whiqh 



It may be addii, ^s the civil magiftrate is to proteft allm 
tbeirjuf^ rights; and as many invaluable privileges' ate 
granted by the gofpel charter to the church of Chrift, as 
a religious focirty — And, as thefe rights are no ways 
incopftflcnt with the civil rights of the refl of mankiod ; 
the church in general, and each member of it, h^ve the 
fame claim to protection, and the unmolefted enjoyment 
of all their privileges, that any other; fociety or individual 
have in the CDJdymeot of their riatural or civil rights. 

And it is huAibly queried, whether if the civil magiftrate 
was tagrant tbis^prote^ion and defence to chri^iat)s,, and 
chriftian focjeties, he would not more efeftually anfwer 
the charaiter of a nurjing[father t» the church, and be 
lefs likely to invade the prerogative of the. fupreme head 
of the church, than by decreeing articles of faicii and 
modes of worihip i 

. 1 • Col. I. i8.. t J'^a"- 22. 8, 
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" which 'is in heaven. 'Neither be ye called mafters, 
*' for one is your mafter even Chrift. " || " The 
*' princes of the "Gentiles exercife dominion over 
*' them i" but it fhall not be fo among you. " — 
As the power of legiflation in the Jewiffi church was 
folel;^ in Jehovah their king, fo in the chriftian, it is 
iolely in Chrift. Even the coqimifliQn of the 
apoftles was to teach only what Chrift had com- 
manded them : And St. Paul tells the Gorinthians 
that -}- " they preached not themfelves, but Chrift 
" Jefus the Lord. " — And inftead of claiming 
" dominion over their faith, " declares, " they were 
*'.heJpers of their joy. § " And the government* 
which belongs to the chriftian church, is only that 
authority which is given by the word of God. , 

Furthermore, The fcriptures are faid-tobe 
fufficient for doflrine, and all the purpofes of religi- 
on : — and no other rule of faith or praftiec is pre!- 
fcribed —and all are commanded " to fearch the 
fcriptures, " -r- to " prove all things and to try the 
Cpirits whether they be of God. " 

We find alfo- our Lord and his apoftles in the 
courfe of their miniftry, referring religion to the 
free enquiry and impartial judgment of their hearers ; 
If there was not evidence for what they taught, 
they gave_ liberty to rejed it ;' but if truth, it was 
not to be difregarded under the fev(:reft penalties, 

Fa not 

I Matth. 2©. 2J. f 3 Cor. 4. j. § 2 Cor. i. 74. 
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not of a civil kind, but the anger of God, and the- 
efFefts thereof in the future world. And although ' 
Chrift forewarns his difciples to expert perfecution, 
yet therq are the fulleft intimations that every fpecies 
and degrees of it are dircflly oppofite to the fpirit 
of his religion. When his difciples, and as we may, 
juftly fuppbfe, from an afFeftionate regard for their 
tmfter, and a zeal for true religion, defire4 he would 
command fire from heaven, for the deftruftion of 
the Samaritans * i Chrift rebuked them,' telling 
them, they knew not what manner of fpi"t they 
were of. -r- And with what indignation and feverity 
idoth St. Paul reflelft upon himfelf for perfecuting 
the difciples of Chrift ? 

In a word, Chrift's yoke is eafy,'andhis burden 
light : He aboliflied the ceremonial law : — He has 
alfo granted by his gofpel invaluable privileges and 
liberties to his church and people. His apoftles 
alfo, when a fpirit of bigotry and domination early 
appeared in the chriftian church, difcovered a ten- 
der regard to the liberties -of chriftians. And an 
adherence to thofe grand apoftolic canons, "to 
ftand faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift has made 
us free,"— and " let every' man be fully perfuaded 
in his own mind ; *' will ever fecure us from fpiritual 
tyranny ; and moft efFeftually advance the peace of 
Chrift's church, and the intereft of true religion. 

. ' BUT 

* Luke 9. 55, 
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BUT it is more tlwn tijn'e to.proceed to the con- 
fideration of the Second general head; whieh was 
to (hew. That. the fpirit of Chrift prevailing in the 
hear^, and influencing, the lives of mankind, is the 
beft fecuTity of liberty,' both civil and religious. Or, 
in other words, A conformity to the amiable and 
divine cham^fter of Jefus Chrift, or his holy religion 
haying its due effeft on our hearts, influencing our 
tempers, and direfting our nlvhole conduft, will lead 
to a behaviour, which Vrill moft efFefliuAlly fecurc 
tl^fe invaluable blefTings. 

As it is not fufficiefit to entitle us to the glorious 
bleffings of Chrift's heavenly kingd6m,that we pro- 
fefs his religion, or pay a regar'd to his,' pofitive re- 
quirements ; but our hearts and lives muft be for- 
med into a correfpondence to the holy example 
which he exhibited •, for we are exprefsly aflTured 
*' If any man hjve not the fpirit of Chrift, he is none 
of his ; " and that " it is not every one that faith 
unto Chrift, Lord, Lord, fliall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven : " So neither will our bearing the 
facred name and title of chriftians, if we are the ler- 
vants of fin, be any fccurity of thofe beft of temporal 
bleffings, which anyearthlyikifigdom can enjoy. 

But where there is the fpirit of Chrift, and that 
glorious^ liberty which refuks therefrom, there is a 
conformity to Him, effefted by the agency, and in- 
fluence of his fpirit, and by beholding hjs fpotleft 

and f 
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and perfect charafter, as it is reflefted from the mir- 
ror of his gofpel, transforming, us into his likenefs. 
This the apoftlc plainly intimates ia the^^erfe following 
our text : His words arej " But we all/'with open 
" faee, beholding * as in a glafs, the glory of the 
*' Lord, are changed into the fame imagfe, from 
" glory to glory, even asby thefpiritof th^Lord." 
Now where there is this divine efFeft produced by 
^heJpirit of Chrift, and his gofpel, the vail of igno- 
rance being removed, and the tyranny of tfeep^f' 
fions occafioned by fin, being, deftroyed ; and having 
*' the fame mind which was in Chrift Jefus, " ' we 
Ihall be led to fuch a cojiduft as will effeftually 
maintain our independence, and fecurc our liberty 
and happinefs. 

But as the fpirit of Chrift implies^a conformity 
to'him, it may not be improper to give you a de- 
lineation of fome parts of his cha,rafter : Then, little 

need 

* [Beholding — the glory of thi: Lord. ] '.' ]tlei'e is one 
" of the -mod beautiful contrails that can be imagined. 
" Mofes faw the Shechioah, and it rendered his face re- 
*' fplendent, fo that he covered it with a vail, the Jews 
" not being able to bear the reflefled light : We behold 
'* Chrift as in the glafs of his word ; and, (as the refiedlion 
' " of a very luminous objeft from a mirror, gilds the face 
" on which the reverberated rays fall) our.faceslhine too; 
" and we vail them not, but diffufe the luftrc ; which, as 
" we difcoTCr more and more of his glories in the gbfp'el, 
'.' is continually increafing. " 

Dr. poDDKiDGE inLoc. 
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need be Yaid to prove, that our being* ti'ansFormed 
' into his likenefs, will lead to a behavior moftcondij^ 
cive to the advancement and fecuHty of civil and 
religious liberty. 

Every divine and fecial' Virtue flione with tht 
greateft luftre in his chaEafler.. »The moft exalted 
piety influencing his whole bonduft, with the great- 
eft fidelity he difeharged^ all the duties of his high 
office as mediator :'He has this charaftei^, given hini 
by the author of the "epiftlq to the Hebrews, tliat 
** he was fiithful to him who had appointed him. ft'*, 
It might largely be fhewn, were It neceflary, that 
Chrifl:.anfwercd this charafter in all refpedts. But 
I go on to fay, that a conformity to this example 
in civil rulers, whether fupreme or fubofdinate, wiU 
lead them in every office they fuflain,. to a£t in a 
regard to his will and authority who is the fupreme 
governor of all; and to whom all are accountable. 
As the Son of God is reprefented in the ficred 
oracles, faying to his heavenly Father, upr,n his ma- 
king his entrance into this world, »' Lo, I come to 
do thy will,. O Gpd ; "the like temper prevailing 
in thefovcreign, and in all inferior officers, will lead 
them in the firft place to make enquiry, what are 
the duties of their ftation, and what 'mufl-' be done 
to difcharge them with, fideliry. They will then fee 
that the more elevated their ftation, the greater the 
importance of aCling up .to the delign and dignity 

of 

II Heb. 3, 3. 
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feFit; and the more fatal anH extenfive the Confe- 
quenccs of a negledt. Which confiderations -will 
lead them.with the greateft care to learn, and faith- 
fulnefs to difcharge, the duties of every truft. And 
if all in ofEce, in. any ftate, from the higheft to the 
loweft, exhibit this fidelity, and are juft, ruling in the 
fear of God, none of the rights of mankind will be 
invaded ; but power and authority will be improved 
for the honor of the fupjeme ruler, and the happi- 
ncfs and fecurity of all. Then, neither a love of 
power or intereft, pleafure or eafe, private animofi- 
jties or friend fhips,. will tempt them frofi). tljeir inte- 
grity, or lead them to an omiflion of the duties of 
their office. 

Another fhining part pf our Lbrd's character 
was, the moft noble and extenfive benevolence. 
The whole plan of our redemption, and the part 
■which the Son of God performed in the execution 
of it, difcover unpiarrallelled goodnefs, grace and 
compaflion. Not only the moft lelf^deriying 
and difinterefted benevolence, produftive of the 
moft fubftantial bleffings to mankind, appears in the 
charafter of our divine Redeemer ; but he ever 
Ihewed a peculiar regard to the intereft of his own 
nation : His perfonal miniftry was confined chiefly 
to the Jews. How unweariedly did'he exert himfelf 
in their fervice ? How pathetically did he lament 
the calaniities he forefaw coming upon them ? , So 
that we may juftly fay, that patriotism, as well 

as 
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at R^6^t«iifive k^eidf cilice krtcomminiitd \aif 
Ms mim>^t. And tf wfc iSfe taught dFGdd to loW 
otte anotbe^ tatight by the exampfe and fpirit of 
Ghfift,' ttere w^ not ttily be a love to the whole 
human fpecies, as childrfenof the Afrte parent Mt'ith 
ourfplveSt iuid to all who are difciples of the fame 
njaftser ; but ffgnt fodal cdnneftioiis and ing^e- 
ments, and One common intereft, there will be ape- 
culiaf I'^rd to the: mtereft of our country, ^-qr 
" a iSxed dafpofition of roind to promote the lafety» 
** reputation m^ v/elkre of the cpminunity in whicl^ 
** we ape borw, and the conftitutioo under which 
" wg 4re pFptpfted. " — And while a loVe to our 
coun&'y '}$ ^QCQtnpanied with a more exteaUve bene- 
v^^ep?^ it yi'iji. lead to a conduft produftive of the 
independence aiid welfare of the coniaiunity and 
e^ch. individual, as well as prevent an 'mvafion f^ 
tJK ^hts pf others. Then, tnftead of feeking every 
one hi$ own, as is too commonly the caJe, the pub<' 
Up good mil be our onain pw^iif. 

Agai», The fpirit of Chrift and his holy religion 
is a fpirit of union and peace. Our I^orSl is ftilcd 
the prince of peace ; and he came not only preach- 
ing peacfr,but hj$ whole behaviour was expreffiv^ ^f 
thatblefling : And the ftfongeft expreiTions ^e 
ufcd in the gofpcl to reprefent his union with his 
difc^lesi and their near and intim.atfe union dhe 
with another. Now tins fpirit beti^ found in all, 
G wiU 






5© An Election Sermon.. 

will not :only prevctit thofe faftions and divMiofts, 
which are the bane of every fociety, and Which haw& 
often deftroyed the liberties of a free people, but 
win beget harmony of councils, and joint endeavours* 
for the public tranquility. . c 

Other virtues might be mentioned which ador- 
ned the character of the Son erf God, and which 
are found in tftofe who are poffefled of his fpirit.— 
As tlie moft artlefs fimplicity and fincerity : guile 
was not found ih his mouth. Td which was added, 
dignity of defign, and greatnefs of intention r His 
whole defign waS the moft exalted thai' the heart of 
man can conceive -, and not only isxecuted With an 
heroic fortitude and conftancy, amidft oppofitionr' 
and' difficuitjes '; but carried' on with the greateft 
fincerity and opennefs. A conformity to this ex-- 
aniple, and the univerfal prevalence of this fpirit in 
a- community rriuft advance its glory, promote its 
happinefs, and fecure its liberties j as it will infpire" 
thofe entrufted with the public iriterell' with the moft 
noble defigns and generous intentions; and lead 
them to profecute them, if called to it, at the ex- 
pence of eafe, int'e'reft and life ; arid as it will prevent' 
thofe politica;! aiid faftious views, cloaked with falfe 
pretences to patriotifm,whichiead to a ccndudt fub- 
verfive of the liberties of a people. 

If thefe principles infpired allj'and thefe virtues 
of the chriftian life, and others which might be men-' 

tioned 
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fioijed, were prafliiced by all, fqch a ftate, i^iiaiever 
was its form of government, muft be free. Even 
in abfolute monarchies, if the fovereign is influenced 
jby the fpirit of Chrift and his religion,, without any 
checks to his power,or fuudameotal laws or compa£i 
to regulate his condudt, he will make the fupreme 
law of all goyerntnents /^e/dj/e/y and happifie/f' cf 
fke people, '^d not axhitrary vtiWf his. rule. Like- 
■ .wife in mi»ed governments, howeyer the fo^ereignty 
may be' fliared, thefe principles will lead all in their 
.j-e/peftive ftations ^nd fpheres to feek the, public 
-welfare^. . Theathofe who have the power of legif- 
Jaiion will efiiQ: fuch laws, and fuch only, as are 
•/Agreeable to the laws of the fupreme R uler, the ge- 
,Bius and exigencies of the people, and their fafety 
,and ha^ppinefs. Thofe alfo in executive power will 
aft inxonformi^ to law ; And the falgtary eifefts 
pf government , being experienced by all, authority 
will be revered, ^nd from -principle and confcience 
fubmittcd to, Indeed, (he univcrfai prevalcncy 
iand influence of the fpirit of Chrift and his religion 
will in agreat meafure render human laws needlefs-r- 
all being a law- to themfelves, and from principje 
and confcience afting in conformity to the laws of 
their great Lord and matter. — How happy muft 
fueh-a ftatefce ! To what grandeur will it be ad- 
vanced ! And how fecure will be it^ liberties ! 

The virtue ar^d happincfs of that people wpuld. 

anfwer thofe ftrong and beautiful defcriptions vvjc 

; G 2 , have 



52 AnEi^ECTioN Sermojt, 

hawc in the prophetic writings, fefpefting tHe gk* 

rioUs tiities, which are in fome fidttir^ peci^ to take 

plaefi under the reign of the Mefliah : Whett the 

kiflgdortis ofithis world fliall become theljing^dift 

of Chrift. — A belief of the acG^m{*liQ4tiifcHfi of whieh 

prediflions may coirifort afid fuppbrt the itiind lidr- 

der the gloonty ^roiTpea which the greateft p4rt 

of this world novf affords, opprel^d iwith tyrdntiy, 

and over-run with wicksdiiek Thofe' times whch 

.*' all offiders fliall be peace and e«aaoriS rightebufiieS. 

*' Violence fliall no mpre be heard in the Jaiid,' not 

" wafting or deftruiaiGji : ?■-- 1' The people fliall Be 

" ** all righteous, and inherit the landt ferevtr : " ^ 

*> The voice of weeping fliall no teore bphijafdj faor 

** the voice qf cryipg : — They fliali; build feoiifeS^ 

*' arid inhabit thetn ; and plant vineyiSFds, land efat 

*' the fruit of them :— They fliall riot labour in Vdift, 

" and bring forth for trouble '' ( as thofe do iio*^ 

who are groaning under tyranfey 5) " and' thfire ftall 

*' be nothing to hurt or deftroy in all God's holy 

*' tpountain. " — After wjiich nothing can. be added 

delk;riptiye of the liberty and happinsfs of ^Uc^ ^ 

people.. 

MANY ufeful refledlion^ tnight be deduccjd 
Frpra this fubjeft, but my> difcourfe ha? already been . 
protrajfted to fuch a length, tl^at, I may pnly hint at 
a few. 

First,The fpirit and gfenius of'the facred oracles 
may be confidcred as a prqfutnptivc' argument in 

favour 
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^vour c^their trut& and dw'^iie onginal: Kot iQnI|' 
the externa) evidtea^e,' but the mt6tt\il ttaa^ and 
^haradbei;^ of a revelatioiii are to be takea tnc^ can@^ 
deration. -*- The reprfefenCation bow made of thf 
natqre and defign of the fcripture$, {hsyt thsrs^ not 
to be unworthy of God, or unfuitable to the (late 
9fld dreutnftanpes of man. Had thefe ^rrittn^s 
been dilated by impoftare or enthufiafmi fo great 
«uid ^00^ a deflgn coutd not have been expected. 

We may alfo infer. That thofe who plead for 
the Avme right of abfoFute monarchy, or of it*s 
indefeafible Sneal faccedlon, and abfolute ^lub- 
tpi^on to arbitrary will and lawlefs fway --r or 
«bo would deftijoy all ord?r and government, an4 
iii^e^ mankind to the confuilons and miferiea of 
anarchy, muft have ionie other fupport for their 
refpis^ie; fchemess than the wor4 of God. 

Agajn, It may be. Inferred from thisdifcourfc, 
that the fpirit of Pominatiop, that has appeared in 
the chriftian church, and the perfecutions and cru- 
elties, with which it has been accompanied and fup- 
portcd, are truly antichriftian. 

Thi& fubjeft likewife teaches us, as we value 
our libertiesi, either civil or feored,, to prize the gof- 
pel, and to feek and cultivate the fpirit of it's di- 
vine author. Not only thofe, ftates that were once 
moft famed ibr liberty, as Greece and Rome, funk 

into flayery when they loft their virtue j but when 

the 



54- An Election Sermon. 

thekingflocri'Of God was taken from the JewSjtlwy 
were g?ven up .to the oppreflions of the moft. cruel 
tyranny ttt- This alfo is in general the ftate of thofe 
places who were once bleffed y?ith the golpeVsbijt 
have now Joft it. , • 

. , B U T I muft . proceed to a more particular ajjr 
plication of my fubjeft — And beg leave upon this 
occafion, in the firft place to adcjrefs payfelftp 
THE Guardians of our civil Liberties ; 
.under which denomination, I cpniprehefi|d ajl our 
honoured Rukrs and political Fathers, pqlTeffed 
cither of legiflative or e:?ecutive power. — 

My honored Fathers will permit me, with all 
due refpedt, to remind them of the great and im- 
portant truft committed to them by God and Man. 

All power is originally from God, and civilgo- 
vernraent his inftitution, and is defigned to effe6t 
fome of the great defigns pf his moral adminiiftration, 
and to advance the happinefs of his creatures. Civjl 
power ought therefore ever to be employed agreable 
to the nature aKd will of the fupreme Sovereign and 
Guardian of all our fights.' 



'o" 



But tho' civil power is t,l}e ordinance of heaven, 

yet is it to be confidered as granted alfo by the 

'people-^ and granted for very important ends : the 

natural"independence they give up, and, liberty they 

part with, is for the fecurjty of civil liberty. And 

--^ - civil 
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civil fociety is atnoft falutary inftitutio;^ •— a ftatc^ 
far beft adapted to the ^appinefs of man, according^, 
to the 'prcfent conftitution of things, Unnumber''d 
are the bleflings that refalt from this ftate, when 
civil aathority is improved for thepurppfea for which 
it ifrgranted. Then each individual enjoys all thofe^ 
rights which are the gift of the univeria) . Parent ;• 
having alfo the proteftion of government, and Che 
fecurity of laws j from whence refulttoo many ad- , 
vantages to be now enumerated. But the enjoy- ^ 
ment of thefe Bleflings mainly depend upon the con- 
duft of thofe vefted with civil power. It is there- 
fore a moft, important truft that fuch perfons have 
committed to them : and upon a faithful difcharge 
of it, the happinefs of the whole civil fociety mainly, 
under God, depends. You do well therefore. Gen- 
tlemen, to confider the happinefs of this people, . 
not only in the prefent time but iff future genera- 
tions, ( for few afts of government are limited in, 
their operations to the prelent time ) committed to 
your care. Viewing things in this light, the duties 
of your refpeftive ftations are important, and your 
obligations to perform them apparent. To be con- 
ftituted either by a Prince, whofe glory is the hap- 
pinefs of his fubjefts ; or, to be chofen by a free 
people as protestors of their privileges^ and guardi- 
ans of their rights and laws, — how great are the 
bbligations to duty and fidelity ? 

But the following things, which you will fufFer 
me to remind you of, give an additional ftrengtK 

to 
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to youf obiigattidrtSj to tBt M^dl your ref|)e^iVfi 
par tSj to lecurctotts our ISbef tiesj and advance ouf 
wtlfane. 

We haw long ha<f the happitiefi of ehjoylhg a 
ttOfl: excellent bonftitution of government 5 A gO" 
vtrnlmchE jn-vi^lirch the prerogative Of the foVerei^ 
ancf the 'priVilcdges of the people are fo ten!tpefed, 
that they rtiutually Tiipport one another — " A 
cohftitdtion formed bft fcommon reafon, commoft 
cbnieht, arid common good : A conftitution of free 
and equal laws, fecured agaihft arbitr'ary >n^ll, and 
popular licence, by an admirable tetnper^riient of 
the governing powers, controling and controlcd by 
ohe another ". The Englifli conftiti.iti|)n is not 
only the pride of Britons, but the envy of its neigh- 
bors. — ^ We Ijave atfothro' the goodnefs of the Al- 
mighty, been favoured with Princes, efpecially lirtce 
theacceffion oftjiofe of theilluftrious houfe 6f Ha- 
novevy that have been puardiansofourrigbti, and 
Fathers of the people. — Indeed a renowned Prince 
of the houfe of Orange is not to be forgotten, but 
ever to be'remembered with gratitude, as our Deli^ 
verer frotn tyranny. 

But the goodnefs of that God, by whom kings 
reign, is not to be paffcd by unnoticed, in having 
given us fo excellent a Monarch, as his late illuftrious 
Majefty — His goodnefs^ a!lfo in continuing him fo 
long, aad inoicakiQghim fo great a BkiEng to his 

wide 
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f^l(iie extended dominion — A rnon^rfch who reigns^ 
ip the hearts qf his numerous fubjefls '. — A monafqln 
w.hg ha,d repeatedly thii honorable teftirtiony from 
tht teprefentative body of the n^tioni that he nevcri 
in one inftance, during thetouriTe of his long reign^ 
viol^ed the fconftitution, " but that binder his royal 
proteflion we had lived, ii? art uninterrupted and Te- 
Gure enjoyment of our religiori, laws and liberties :" 
—A monarch whofe fhining virtUeS in private life, 
and v^hofe public charafter, and many illuftrious 
dced^ will caufc ^ him ever to be numbered with 
the beft of kingsj that have fway'd the^Britifli 
Scepter, and to be. remembered, with efteeih and 
'gratitude : Ahd.whofe paterpajxare of all his fubjtftsi 
^ve^ thofe that were mod diftaht from the, 
^hronej a,nd his attention to what wa& the common 
caufe and the i^tererf of the w^ple, inanif^fted in 
his w'|fe»meafures ^nd vigorous erideaVours to reco- 
ver his rights, fo iinjuftly ihyaded here in Americaj 
ind to defepd ahd preferve the Britifh colonies^ 
wi^l render ,the naifte of ipEQRGE the second 
tvfif facred and dear to us. 

And altho' a fucce^loh bffuch Princes, feemS 
a blefiing alinoft too great to be expcfted, yet 
that God " who temoveth Kings .and fttteth up 
Kings ", has favored us with one to fucceed him, 
forttied by his getitle tOnduiftiiig hand, and% the 
forpe of his attra^ive example* to the fame happy 
temper. — A Prince poffcllcd of fuch amiable virtues 
and fjtecUent accomplifhments, as giv^ ground to 
H expc£l 
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expect the continuance and adva!hcement of ail tliofc 
bleffiigs we enjoyed ' urtder the rergn ofhisroyat 
grrifii -rather. — A Prince not only born and edu- 
cated in Eng'iai y^, but wha glories in the name of 
Eritoit — A Prince who hjs moft gracioafl'y affured 
ys, that it is his firm and invariable refolution td 
adhere to, and ftrengthen our excellent conftitution, 
td maintain the Toleration inviolable,' and proteft 
his faithful fubjeifls in the greateft of human blef- 
fings, the fecure enjoyment of their civil- and reli- 
gious Rights. 

I may add, To what Iieight is the glory of the 
Britifh Nation, at this time advanced ! How are 
the hearts of all oniced in loyalty and afFcftion to a 
fover^ign, who erfeem's the happnnefs- of his fiibje£ls 
the firmeft liability of' his Throne f How great 
and almofl: unparalled are the fuccefles of our 
fleets and armies ; and in all parts of the globe 1 
What happy confequences have refulfed from the 
aufpicious conduct of a truly patriot minifter j 
and from the fidelity, wifdoni, and intrepidity, ac- 
companied ..with,, tlie moft generous humanity, of 
others employed in public fervices ! By this happy - 
coincidence of affairs, tl>e repu.tation, grandeur and 
profperity of the nation was never carried to a grea- 
ter plchthanat this Day. 

:.,i'r< ' ' . . ■ 

> But to bring our views ne.ir home, in this Pro- 
vince i — We are blefled with a conftitution^formed 

upon 
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upon the model of the Britifli povernment : — A 
conftitutjon, which if kept inviolate, will fecure to 
us the -blefliiig^s of civil focicty, and the advantages 
Oif rejigious liberty. '•' Under the proteftion of a 
•• foy^l charter, many valuable privileges and im- 
*' munitles are veiled in the body of the people-, 
" their properties fecurec",- and all the liberties of 
" natural fubjcfts born in the realm of England, 
" granted and affirmed to them ".— ** And their 
*' religious ^ivileges have ever been moft dear tq 
*J them." 

*Tis alfo to be remembered, that to enjoy the 
feleffings of chriftjan liberty, our pious anceftors 
left their pleafant native country, and came into an 
inhofpital wildernefs : oppfeffed with ccclefiaftical 
tyranny, they fought a retreat in the wilds of Ame-- 
«ca — and thro* unnumbered difEeukics, heavpn 
condufting, protefting and -profpering thenij! they 
jit length obtained an Afylum here. 

Placed as we have been near a rival, perfidious 
power, with numerous favages at it's command, nvc 
have ftruggled with many difficulties, ever fince 
our firft fcttlement, to the laft year, to raaintasH our 
independence and fecure our rights •, and have 
nov/ fecn, through the tender mercy of our God, 
a moft happy rtfult of this long conttft — tlie 
fchemes pj^ our enejuies being <^skat^d^ Uicir de- 
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fign? blafted, and \ye ddfvercd from the calatiiiiips 
that attended, and. the ftill greater miferids, th^t 
threatned us. — - Heaven hais fhewn a moft tendej 
regafd for our welfare— Heaven has been kind to 
ys beyond our deferr^ — and bcftowed jts titeffipg 
wjch a moft liberal hand. 

But the fecurity, the continuance, the improve' 
rnent of thefe bleflingSr and tranfmit ting their falu- 
fary effeifts to potterity, may greatly depend,' my 
honored fathers, upon your vyife and good condudl. 

The connedijon between religion and liberty is 
^parent, I fruft, froni what we'have heard at this 
time. Religion being the only folid bafis of this 
'^neflimable blcfling, your firft regard is due thereto. 
Keligion, indeed, is the ^rft and principal concern 
of every man, as the favor of his maker, and his 
happinefs int^nje and through eternity depend upot^ < 
\i. No ojther principle «?ill fo effeflually fecure the 
reditude of your conduct, and lead you with equal 
uniformity^ and ardor to feek the welfare of this 
people. Influenced by thefpirit ofour hpjy religion, 
we may expeft from a regard to the authority 
of God, ftdelity in the of^ces yoq fuftain. Bene- 
volence, which includes patriotifm, " being alfo a 
diftinguifhing branch of the religion bf Chrift, as 
this prevails in you, we may exped all thofe happy 
qonfequences, th^t refult from a patriot fpirit, and 

patriot meafures. 

'- ' ' ' Possessed 



PossESSEb of the fpirit of Cl^irift, from f rjBgari| 
to the honor of God, - a finccre defire toqonvply wiih. 
His will, and a tender Concern for the hap.pifiC'fe-©! 
thife people, you will be led ferioufly to confilkiij 
what is more efpecially your duty at this 'time ♦, and 
what the prefent conjuhdiure of affairs demandi?. 
The difpenfations of providence jn piarticular in the 
fignal fiiccefles granted to Out arms here in America, 
pall for oui- ^itetjtiOh and religious itppro*i*'ement. 
It is not for riie to fay, what ma^'bt your duty, £» 
?ill refpe&j In confhjiV^ndeof th^^fe remarfcableeven'cs. 
Should our valuable acquifitions for the future re- 
'rnain a part of the Britifli dominloris ( Which God 
ailmighty grant ! ) new Jfceljfes of duty, as well'as 
h^pinefs may open. 

But as Peace, the great objeift of our purfuk, ^ 
pot yet obtained, fuffer me to enquire, whether it 
is not incumbent upon us at this time,fully to Gom- 
'ply with rf^e reafonable Remands of his Majcfty, to 
provide for the fecurity of tliofe conqUefts already 
made, iahd for the farthe'' proficution oftheWdr 
with vigor ? As we hereby, ib'all teftify cur gra- 
titude for what hath been: already done for us, our 
loyalty to our new fovereigo, and recoromend our 
'felVes to his royal favor, and poffibly further con- 
tribute to the humbling our fenemies, ' and ^e pro- 
curing peace upon terms of glory and advantage, 
as well as taanifeft our deep fenfe of the importance 
- of thefe conquefts being annexed to the Britilh Crown. 

From 
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From thefe confiderations; &k\^ our burdens are 
.great, Ihould we not be excited once more to eX' 
ert our felves with the utmoft vigor and chearfulnefs 
in the important caufe, upon which the intereft of 
the whole Britifli dominions, and our future fecurity 
and tranquility fo greatly depend ? 

To return. As no natural or civil advanta^ 
ges will fecure the happinefs of a people without 
religion and public virtue, the connexion between 
vice andflaVery being as natural and unavoidable 
to a community, as to an individual ', as he that 
conimitteth fin, is a fervant of fin, fo the general 
• prevalence of vice in a (late will bring on flavery : 
therefore as you would fecure our freedom, my Fa- 
thers, your regard is due to the moral and religious 
ftate of this people. 

Thro' the piou$ care and wife conduct of the 
admxniftration in times paft, gdod provifion has 
been made by the legifiature, to keep up the know- 
ledge of the gofpel, and to bring men to the pradicfi 
of it's precepts. We have alio many good laws for 
the promoting of piety and virtue, and the fup- 
preflion of vice and immorality : But it deferves con- 
iideration, whether a more vigorous execution of 
thefe laws is not ncceffary. It is weakening the au- 
thority of government and laws, to have any enaftcd 
and not put in execution. Among other things 
. (but are recorded to the honor of on^ of the beft of 
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our ancient Princes, * it isfaid " his laws were mild 
but feverely executed. " And the majefty of, laws 
muft be revered, where the liberties of a people 
are fecured. 

Permit me to enquire, as an Oath is fucE a 
folcmn aft of religion, and one of the great ieco- 
rities of government -, as our lives, property and 
liberty often depend upon ifj whether fomething 
further may not be requifite to render that facred 
Qbligation more to be depended on, and to bring all 
to pay the greatefl: reverence to that moft folemn 
tye ? ^ 

* Alferd the great. Not lefs reoowoed for his deliTeriag 
the Nation from the opprelEon of a foreign enemy, than 
'his wife inSitution for the fecarity of civil liberty. 

f The following queries may not be unworthy notice,— 

1 . Whether Oaths mould be required where there are 
great temptations to perjury, unlefs in cafes of extreme 
neceffity^ 

2. Whether the form of words ought not to be the moll 
folemii and (Iriking that can be invented ? 

'^. Whether an Oath ought not to be adminiftred with the 
greateft folemnlty — that fo it might be confidered as a re- 
ligious i& — a folemn appeal to the great Go4 of truth, and 
avenger of falfliood i 
An apprpved writer upon Ethlcks has this obferratlon,-^ 
" Where perjuries grow frequent iii any ftatc, themagif- 
"' trates or legiflators are generally chargeable with much 
" of the guilt. If they frequently exa£i: oaths without 
" rxceffity ; or where oaths give no (ecurity in the point 

"id 
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AoA^iN, As fathers c^ the peopki whofe duty ill 
is to attend, toi the intereft of the whole family j 
th^ eh|[l(k^j|/at«d: youth demand your atttentlon : a 
due regard iS therefore to be paid tb their edueaft 
tiotjji earjy ^ofqrm their minds to knowledge,- piety^ 
vir'tuej induftf^i ahd a love of liberty. — May fioi 
^me farther provij(ion be madcj more ^cffeftually 
to prontioic t{ie(? ends ? |{ 



*' in view ; or if oaths ar^ required where tliere |fe^reat 
*.' t^ptations to perjury, with hopes of impunity from 
•• men. — They alfo do bad fcrvice to religion, who don't 
•' ,apjpoin;t an^ awful folemii foini of words, fit to ftrike the 
•' minds of men, witlj reverence in fuch an aftipn." — ^ '■ 

Hutches ON introd. to mor.phil' 



I Aiib wife Iktes .hare thought the goad education of 
children and youth, xo be connected with tl;ie public weN 
fare — and it has ever be'en conlidered as one of the duties 

.of civil jnagiftrates tOj remise fultabie provifipn fgi their be- 
coming ufelul roea^ers of fociety.r—Aod a^th;?' w* i^yc a 

-ia.w;.w]iiicliirapQwets^feeS€le.i5l -men,, ,85c. to take effeflual 
cajreTT^tha-tihe cWldr^o and youtI» (partic>ilair!y cif thepoor) 

.do Mt Lisa idly,^&c. -r-: and^l^ho' we have a law obliging 
towns of fifty families to have a. (ii;^ppl-mi)(ler, to teach 
ce^din^ ^qd 'wrii^^g, . 3^4 .tp Wi^s i^f pne, rh{(gdred f^nvfl.t^s a 
^.liawnar-fcliool.-^ .Query,, Mi(gh.t the firft of thefe laws be 
.inade.-tiiflj-e extenfive. or. JjS {>6ttpr executed ^ -^ And, 
.fccondly,, Is there jia? the & me reijfoa the at^ifififtiooldbc 
fxtetided to parities : And-'^'^ ^°^ cqi^a^jy PPfSft^ary ia 
many cafes to aofwer the falutary inteatioDS «i that law I 
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One thing more permit trie to hint at. — Our 
iituatioti arid cireumftances demand a particular at- 
tention to our hi^aridry arid tradfe, § as it is b^ 
our improvement of the advaitages that refult from 
thofe fdurces of wealthj our iridependericc is to be 
maintanM : May not fomething further be done 
for^heir advanGcmertt and Encouragement ^a-ai well 

'$ "ttiAr oiir lands in general might be beiter cultiviitea-^ 
and that we nilght Act more towards rstifing the provifions 
^e codfamc iii this Province, all will allow. To cfleA thc(% 
ends there are things pointed bat worthy the pablie atten- 
tention, in a Pamphlet lately reprinted, intituled, " Eflays 
" upon Fieid-Hulband^'y in New-Ehgland. l£y Jakes 
" Eliot. " 

tt would b^ going 6tit of ii)y lihcj itnbi d^emtd afrdganec/ 
to pretend iii point out methods for the regiilation or im- 
provement 6t Trade :-^— Or, by what means 6ur export 
thigiit be brought to bear a greatdr propprtion to our im- 
^oi-t i But the following Refleftidns tipoa Trade in Pr. 
NEWT tiN'S diflertations upon the propKecies concerluDg 
Tyre, liiay not be titiaceeptiable, or without ufc. 

*' Trade is a flufluating thin^ : it paiTed fromTyrc toAleii- 
«« andria, from Alexandria to Venice, from Venice to An- 
" twerp, from Antwerp to Amfterdam, and London ; the 
" Englifti rivalling the Diitch, as the French are now ri- 
" vailing both. All Nations almoft arc iwifcly applying 
" ihemfclves to trade / and it behoves thofe who are ia 
" poffeffionof it.'to take the greateft care they do notlofe 
" it. It is a pUnt of tender growth,and requires {un.and 
" foil and fine feafons to niake it thritc and flourifli. It 
" will not grow like the palm tree, which with the more 
" weight and prelFurc rifts the more. Liberty is si friend 

I «• t» 
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as to- dlfcountenance idlenefs arid, extriavdgahb, 
vices that pave H;e way to i flavery ? * 

Altho' I !fear 1 hive alfeady prcfumed too far on 
the candor and patiericeof my hearers, yet I fhbuM 
not be excufed Vvere I not more particularly to ap- 
ply my difcoiirfe, to th6 ■ imth refpefted part of 
my auditory, who are mdre efpecially concerned in 
the important bufinefs of this Day. 

."' to that, as that (j. fo libcjty. Bnt nofhjjtg will fapport 
," It more tlian vi'rfee, 4iid what virtue teacheth, foWety, 
" induftry, frugalfty, m6defty, lionefty, pun^uality, hu- 
" manity, 'the fove of our country, and the fear of God*, 
" The prophets will inform us how the Tyreans loft it ,• 
" and thejike califes wi'l ali.'i'aySprdduec the lilce tffeSi," 
('lf.'23. S, 9. Eiek. 27, 3, 4. ) 

* Altho' it is mofl Sgrteable to the genius 6f a freepeopfe 
to make all, if pbffible, >hel the happyeffeifts of induftry 
and ingenuity ; ind it may be of great ufe to excite in 

"" labourers a fpirit of emulation, by beflowing honorary 
prizes or premiums .oil tlwjie who'diftinguKh themfelves io 
anyufeful ennploymcnts ; — yet in free governments, not 
onjy fumptilairy laws have been enaftcd — but fetferity to 
the idle and extrava,gant has been tho't neCcffary, • — . Wc 
are toid, that 'the Athenian republic, even at the time 
.'when its goyq;nrncnit ,wss moft free, " had a. court that 

••-' " had a'pow^j- of puniQiing idlenefs, afld confecjuently lent 
'' for anyperfoo they^pkafed, anJ CKamined him,^ what 
*' he'fj^ent, and how he came by it. So that it was i;n- 
", pradlipableVor a man to live diflblutely in Athens on ill- 
'• got wsahh, fince on the fiift appearance of profusion, 
" fuch a pcrfon wouJd have beeo convened before the 
" Areojagi. '^ 
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As one of our valuable chartLT* privileges Is riiis 
afternoon to be excrcis'd, as it's value greatly d& 
pends upon it's being weU iijiprbved, afujl 8fi th« 
liberty and independency of .a^x^d ^oveniirieni:, 
ftHd the prefervation of the conftitutioc, refuk frorit 
each Branch '(^ifchat^ing the duties of theif refpec-i 
five d^awmerats with fidelity, the afiurs of this daiy 
are truly inEerefting. 'It-isof,greatconfequericethafc 
youf choice terminate on men of" approved worth. 
You will therefore, honoced GcDtlemen, be corir 
cerngd to aft with deliberation, wifdpnfi, ,great im- 
partiality, and with that freedom which chefpirit of 
Chrift and his religion require. — Freedom of choice 
and aftion may equally be deftroyed or prevented 
by a corrupt bias on the mind, undue influence, os 
finifler vipws, as by external force. . Xfie liberty 
now recommended, and wfhich will lead to freedom 
of ek&iiont requires that you do what is moft rati- 
onal, what you think is moft agreeable tp the diviue 
will, what will be moft conducive to the Jiappine& 
of your conftituents, and moft effeJlually fecure the 
liberties of a free people : — Then, neither the ty- 
ranny of cuftom, the partialities of friendtlVip, pri- 
vate animofities, or a regard to any particular faiflion 
will influence your choice -, but you will aft with 
that freedom, which becomes the Dignity of fo" re^ 
fpeclab}e a Body. 

la 59 
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So muqh has bttt) faid,"?n.d fo pften repcatpd, ijgbt^ 
this occafion,pDintingput the qualifications of the perr 
fons requifite to fill this imppftapt office witlj honoc, 
to themfelvps and advantage* |to the public, that I 
fhall only fay, — Men poflTeired of the- Spirit of 
Ghrift-*-rMen that maintain their own indeppndence, 
pr that are free from the tyranny ofambicipn,avaricc 
and other lufts, having other qualificaj^ions, oiight tq 
have the preference in your choice. Thefe are the 
perfons that will have the votes of this day, if thofe 
intruded with the afi^airs of it, are influenced by the 
fpirjt of Ghrift, a fpirif of freedom. 

Under the influence oF this fpirit, theiriuturc , 
COftdu(^,iinalldelibcrations, through the approachinjg 
year, will be with that freedom and integrity, that 
unanimity and patriotifm, whii?h might be expefted 
from the guardians of the liberties and legiflators of 
a free ftate. And fuch assail moft effectually fe-r 
pure to us aH our liber tiescivil and facrcd, and tranf- 
tnit them with advantage to pofterity. 

Pyj^ fubjeft is,inftrudllve ajfp to the minifters of 
ChriR;. — It t;ea^chetb us, my reverend Fathers and 
Brethren, tp feek and cpltivate the fpirit of th^t djr 
?ine rpafler, whorji it is our honor tb fervc,:and 
that holy atid e?ccellent religion which it^s ourbufi- 
refs and hap^neTs to prprtiote among mankind. 
PoflTefl'ed of this fpirit, we fhall fland faft in the li- 
j?grtjr wherewith. Chrift has made us free. Whilp 

"■■'"''■ ' ' ' m 
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jon the one hand, it will prevent aur claitnirtg any 
undue authority, or lording it over God's Heritage •,' 
on the other hand, it will prevent our calling any* 
man mafter or father upon earth-^or fubmittiftg to 
any authority in things of religion, but th? wprd of 
God, This fpirit alfo will give us freedptn of ac|Eefs^ 
in our addreijes to the throne of grace — and open 
fhe ilrouth -with boldnefs in nraking known the myf- 
tcry of the gofpel-r— Then (hall we by the manifefta- 
tion of the truth .commend purfelves to every man's 
f onfcience in the fight of God. — This, as it will 
transfortp us into the likcnefs of Chrift,,' will make 
pur example as well as doftrine inftruftiye •, and 
give the mbft rational ground to expedt our' labours 
fhall be crowned with fuccefs : But if we fliould fail 
of this, we obtain the acceptance of our Lor,d, and 
f he rewardj thro' grace^ of faithful fer vants. 

Let me add one word to the whole body of 
this people. As a pepple we have ever been jealous 
of our liberties : While our fubjedt teachetb us tfo 
prize them, it teacbelh the moft effeftual way to 
fecure them. It is not by clamors for liberty, or 
ppppficion to legal authority, that our invaluable 
privileges are tp be fecured j but by feekfng and 
pultivaiirig the fpirit of Chrift, his holy religion, 
and a facred regard to all its requirements, and wife 
inftitutibns.r— This is the moft certain way to fecure 
fo us our liberties, and to make us a free and happy 
people.-r-The excellent writer * before referred to, 

f ♦Pr. BUTtER. 
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juftjjr ohferr^s, r,^" QppOfitipn in a le^4^ regylar. 
" way, tpmcafures which a perfcn thinks wropg^ 
" cannot but be aJlpwed iq g frep gpyerjotnent ; 
**■ Bat oppofitlon finom indireia motives, to tnesfwres 
** Which he fees to be fteceffary, is it feW^Jmuioral : 
•• It keeps up th^ fpirit of licentioulhefe j isthe 
f greateft reproach of Jibeity, and, in ni^ny ways 
" moft dangerous to it,"ahd has been Wie prineipai 
" means of overturning ffee governBaents. " — 
Civil .liberty, I havp already obiervc:d, is founded 
on civil government : — CiviJ government fuppOfes. 
fubordination, obedience to laws., and due idibje^fO'rt 
to thofe in authority, -r- Titus was commanded in 
the difcharge of his minifterial office, to put the 
chriftians in mind "to befubjeftto principalities and 
powers, and to obeynwgiftrates " : Aad St. Jude 
brands with infamy thofe that " defpife dominion, 
and fpeak evil of dignities. " — It is our duty as 
friends tojiberty,and aschriftiansjto "fubmit to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's lake, whether it 
be to the King as fupreme, or unto Governors. V 

I MAY add. The prefcnt admioiftratiqn ofgovernr 
mcnt is fuch as to chaUenge" our efteeni, and to de- 
mand our reverence and fubnjjflion i and under 
which we may account ourlelves happy. — ^If the. pri- 
mitive chriftians were to obey the heathen magiftrates, 
that were in power ; the Emperor as fupreme, and 
Governors or proconfuls fent by him ; is it not then 
qurdutyfobe loyalto the beft of Kings, and to tefti- 
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fy pur loyalty by paying all due honer and refpefb 
to his Worthy Reprefentative ? Having in the chief 
' feat of government, a Gentleman * (rf approved 
worth^-Ohe who has adopted the inaxiflfts bf jgovern- 
tnent of our late, as weli as our prefent^ iUaftriouS 
6oVereign-i-One who his g^er otrfly declared, that 
he Will preferve to us chir general rigWts as Britifli 
ftib^ei^e, and bur particular privileges granted us by 
rdyal charter-yAnd that rfeligidn and r^drality fhaH 
be encouraged, and Vice difcountehaticed i*idet hfa 
admifiiftratioh : And as his Excellency lias hitherto 
exhibited (uch integt'ity oT bondiifti and zeal to pre- 
mote our welfare j it is to be hoped, tha^ we in 
this province, eVir diftiflguilhed by oUr loyalty, 
th'all by. bur dutiful and afFeftionate Garriage to 
our Governor, thakc his adntiiniftration eafy to 
bimfdl, as well as beneficial to the pubEc. 

In a word, Letuslpirere civil government as the 
ordinance of God, and be thaftkful for that which we ' 
enjoy, aslt ffeciirtsto us our R^hts as men and chrif- 
tians ; and bnder it five quiiSt and peaceable lives in 
. ^11 godrinefs atld honefty —Let us fear God and ho- 
nor the King -, and render to all, that honor and tci- 
-Tjute which is due -^ Piety and loyalty ftand in con- 
neaion; and loyklty or fubmifliori to lawful autho- 
rity, is equally neceflary fqr the prefervation of liber- 
ty, as bppofition to corruption and refiftance pf 

tyranny. 

But, 

* His Excellency^f RAJiCis Perhard,, Elq; ' 
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^ But/ "Whatever civil or religions liberties and 
privileges we may gkjry in, if we are the fervantS 
iqf fin, we are- in aftate of difhonourable fervitude,' 
and cruel tyranny : but if the Son of God makes us 
free we fhall be free indeed ; . and Ihall enjoy thq 
glorious liberty of the, children of God.. This which 
may be called a moral liberty, which above all other 
is to be prized, is the glorious eflfefl of the fpirit of 
Chrift and his gofpcl. ' Thien, the underftanding is 
by the fpirit of light and truth freed from darkncls 
and error— or, as the apoftle exprefles it, that God 
who commanded the light to ihine out of darknefs, 
fhines into the heart, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of thegloi-y of God in the face of Jefus CKrift. 
— Then the will and affeftions are alfo freed from 
the dominion of fin, and brought to a fubjeftion to 
his will i a conformity to which is thp perfefltion of 
liberty — This alfo will give a fpirit of adbj^tiofii or 
the liberal difpofuion of thaj^ildren of God. And 
as Chrift has abolilhed death, and obtained eternal 
redemption for us, this will free the mind from the 
bondage which rcfults from the fear of death, and 
finally give a viftpry over the grave, and compleat 
Jedemption^— or a deliverance from all the dcftruc- 
tive confequences of fin, and the perfeftion of liberty 
- and haippincfs in the Kingdom of God. 

In fine. Let it be the great concern of us all to 
isc made free from fi,n, to become the fervants of 
Gqd, and to have pur fruit unto holinefs, that fo the 
end may be eveflafting life. 

A M E'K 



^B. E Delay of the Tublication of this 

•^ Difcourfe occafioned by the yiuthor's ill 

State ojf Healthy it is hoped -will he excu/ed, 

fcCdcs (ome errors ia pointing, the following miftakes li 
printing, the reader is defired to correiH: ; 

PAge 9, line 6, for the read this 
Page lo, line 7, after religion, add yet 
Page 27, line laji but one from the bottom, in the marginal 
vote, for Now read How Laft line, for Nati6ns. read 
Nations ! 
fage 49, line ^th fhom the ballom, after thit add, tem- 
per and produAive of that 
PageSi, line ifl niarginal note, for Alvzhd read Alvked 
— line 3, efthe fame note, for inftitation read inftitutiors 
Page 64, line sth from the bottom of the marginal note, 

after might, add not 
Page 69, line iS, add {hill after vs • 
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